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It was not 
for societies 

or states 
that  

Christ died,  
but for me  

- C S Lewis 
 

9th-15th May Christian Aid Week 

C hristian Aid Collectors needed: each year the parish is allocated 

a number of roads to cover for Christian Aid. Each year there 

are many we do, but also some we are not able to collect in for lack 

of collectors.   

 

Please consider whether you might be 

able to take on the challenge this 

year.  It involves delivering and 

collecting envelopes in your allocated 

street;  We have a few streets of 25 or 

so houses. You do not open the 

envelopes or count the money.   

All you need is some free time, a 

friendly smile and a ôthank youõ ñ

whether people choose to make a 

donation or not. 

See Heather Hudson if you are willing 

to have a go.  

 

Palm Sunday march 

arrives at church 

Prayer for Christian Aid Week 

Father God in heaven  

We thank you for the people of  
Nairobi,  
of  Kenya, and of  poor 
communities around the world.  

Thank you for their dreams and 
aspirations to improve their lives 
and give their children better 
futures.  

Thank you for the challenge to 
make their dreams our dreams, 
their childrenõs future, our future. 

Thank you for vision.  

Thank you for faith to believe all is 
possible.  

Thank you for courage to turn 
ideas into action, and hope to 
endure until they become reality.  

In Jesus' name,  

Amen.  

Prayer written by Pastor Delroy Powell. 

Christian Aid resource 
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31st May to 4th June 
Schools half term 

June 
Sunday 6th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns 

10.30am Family Service 

 

 

Sunday 2nd 
9am Holy Communion and hymns.  Ruth Walker 

10.30am Family Service.  Peter Walker  

Tuesday 4th  
7.30pm PCC. Galilee Room 

Sunday 9th 
9am Holy Communion.  Ruth Walker 

10.30am Family Communion.  Peter Walker  

Thursday 13th 
10.30am Devotional Service for Ascension Day at 

Keresley Village Community Church.  Ruth 

Walker  

Sunday 16th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns.  Peter Walker  

10.30am Family Worship.  Peter Walker  

Sunday 23rd 
9am Holy Communion.  Ruth Walker 

10.30am Family Communion.  Peter Walker 

4pm Messy Church.  Keresley Village Community 

Church 

Sunday 30th 
9am Holy Communion.  Peter Walker 

10.30am Family Communion.  Peter Walker 

 

C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  
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Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomasõ 

10.30am (during term time) 

1st Sunday  Family Service in Church 

2nd Sunday 3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room, 

 11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall.   All 

join the service around 11.25am 

3rd Sunday All ages start in Church  

4th & 5th   3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room, 

 11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall All 

join the service around 11.25am 

This pattern may change occasionally for special services. 

ST . T HOMASõ CHURCH  CALENDAR  

First Steps . . . with Jesus 

For babies and pre-school children 

with their parents and carers 

Meets in the Galilee Room, weekly 

in term time 

Mondays 1.30-2.30pm 

 

 

Monday evenings, 7.30pm, Galilee Room 

(School Year 9 and above.  Contact Steve 

Medley for more details) 

Refreshment for all 
Tuesday afternoons, 1.30-2.30pm in the 

Galilee Room 

Next meeting Tuesday 11th May 

Fortnightly 

If you need transport or would like to 

request prayers, please contact Margaret 

Bosworth on 7633 7932 leaving a 

message if necessary with your name and 

telephone number and she will ring you back.   

Uniformed Groups 
Meet in the Church Hall : 

13th Brownies, Mondays, 6.00 - 7.30pm 

9th Brownies, Wednesdays, 6.00 - 7.30pm 

9th Guides,  Thursdays, 6.30 - 8.30pm 

Meet in the Scout Hut: 

41st Cubs, Mondays, 6.45 - 8.30pm  

41st Scouts, Tuesdays, 7.00 - 9.00pm  

41st Beavers, Fridays, 6.00 - 7.30pm  

(for 6-8 year olds ) 

Thursday at St Tõs 
For 5-11 years 
Meets  in the Galilee Room 
On Thursdays 
From 6pm to 7pm 
 

Daily Prayer: 8.30am,Monday, Wednesday and Friday at St Thomasõ Church, Tuesday at Keresley Village 

Community Church. 
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Leaving and Licensing 
Peter writes: òOur last Sunday in Keresley 

will be Sunday 27th June.  We would like to 

invite you all to join us for a farewell 

Barbecue in  the Vicarage garden following 

the morning services that day.  We hope to 

end this with a short act of worship. 

Our Licensing is scheduled to take place in 

St Laurence Church, Bidford on Avon at 

7.30pm, Tuesday 27th July 2010.  Please 

come and pray for us. 

Youth Drop-in Sessions 
A big òThank youó to those who have 

volunteered to help with the Wednesday 

night Drop in at Keresley Village Community 

Church.  

If you have been considering whether this 

is something you could do but were afraid 

you might be the only one to offer, please 

have a chat with me. We now have a team, 

and it would be great to have you as part of 

that team! 

Steve Medley 

 Coventry WDM  

Climate injustice:  
Justice for the poor in a 

world of climate change  

Speaker:  

John Madeley  

Earlsdon Methodist Church  

Saturday 5th June  

10am ð 12noon  

How do we communicate justice for the poor in an 

age of climate change? Are people concentrating 

more on their own local issues? Or have we gone 

straight from denial about climate change to 

despair, and feel disempowered to act? How can 

we tell stories which empower people to act? How 

do we cut through the fog of disinterest in these 

global issues?  

John Madeley is author of many books on 

development issues (Big Business, Poor Peoples - 

How Transnational Corporations Damage the 

World's Poor; 50 Reasons to Buy Fair Trade (with 

Miles Litvinoff); 100 ways to Make Poverty History; 

A Peopleõs World - Alternatives to Economic 

Globalization). His latest book is a novel: Beyond 

Reach?  

Come and hear him talk about how he has been 

working to communicate these issues, and how 

we can learn from his experience  

New PCC elected 
The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 

Sunday 25th April after the 10.30am 

service. 

Claire McArthur and Margaret Potter were 

elected Churchwardens.  The following 

people were elected to the PCC: Jan Ashley, 

Margaret Bosworth, Claire Fletcher, Roz 

Hosiene, Jean Peabody, Jan Wilkins, Adrian 

Cramp, Pete Hudson, Gary Owens, Andy 

Quinn. 

It was followed by a bring and share lunch. 

The Annual Parish Meeting next year will be 

on Sunday 27th March after the morning 

services and will be followed by a bring and 

share lunch. 

The next Messy 

Church is on  

Sunday 23rd May 

at Keresley Village 

Community Church. 

At 4pm 
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The speakers and 
the teaching were 
inspiring.   

I completed the 
questionnaire, 
which from the answers gave my study type.  The result 
was not what I expected but I decided to attend the 
recommended session and found that the teaching was 
understandable, relevant exciting and helpful for the 
forthcoming interregnum.   

The first session looked at why God, the character of  God and 
explored ways of getting to know God better.   

The second session looked at ways of developing ethical skills, 
instincts and habits based on the 10 Commandments to enable one 
to react in situations in a "God like" way.   

The third session helped us to understand  the way that belonging to 
a Christian community helps us to develop a mature Christian ethic 
enabling us to live beautifully.   

Stories were an important way that Jesus used of drawing people 
into God's world and helping them and us to see the kind of life God 
wants for us.  Inevitably living closely with others can lead to conflict 
and importantly the session gave guidelines for conflict resolution.  I 
was unable to attend the final session. "The World We Want To See". 
Margaret B 

 

Spring Harvest 2010.  A fantastic 

time for my family.  We grew in 

our understanding of God and 

church, and grew friendships.  All 

that with sun, sea and ice cream!  

Claire, Megan and Robyn 

òInspi
ring s

peaker
s who 

make s
tudyin

g the 

bible challenging and fun; getting together as a 

church family to share meals; being in a safe 

friendly environment; having fantastic weather 

(this year!) and seeing the standards in the 

chalets improve over the last three years! 

We may not be able to go next year and I am 

already feeling sad!   Juliet and Adie  

Inspirational, thought-provoking 
teaching, uplifting worship and really 
good fun!  Sarah 

As well as the great teaching, it was 
lovely to have time to socialise with other 
church members.  Margaret P  

Everyone on the site was so nice we felt 

we could relax and enjoy ourselves.  It 

was wonderful to be able to spend 

quality time with family, and friends from 

church, enjoying meals together and fun 

on the beach.  Margaret B 

The picture on the front page is the Big Top 

seen from the beach 
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I thought Spring Harvest was FAN -TA -STIC .  
The sea was freezing but I enjoyed every 
second of it!  Josh  

Our favourite bit was the all age 

worship, really silly and engaging.  

We were hooked!  

I love the bible readings and the talks in the Big 

Top.  Steve Chalke was excellent; he is a very 

charismatic speaker.  Also the sense of family 

with ever
yone from

 St Thoma
sõ.  

Sheila 

The Programme Planner  - an 

essential read! -gives all the 

options for each day. 

for 8-11õs 

for 5-7õs 

I really enjoyed the morning and 

evening Distinctive (11-14s) 

celebrations where we were all together 

praising God. Our band, The Steels, 

were great.  I also enjoyed the After 

Hours comedy shows!  Andrew 

I enjoyed all of it, especially 
when we went to the beach.  
        Zach  

The evening celebrations in the Big Top were good.  
The band, Trent, led us in song; Saltmine Theatre 
group gave an off the wall and funny instalment of the 
story of Esther each evening; there were a range of 
interesting and challenging speakers.  

We chose to attend the Alternative Celebration led by 
the Northumbrian Community for one evening and 
found it very moving.  It was much simpler and with 
less use of technology; more interactive and creative 
and yet restrained! But we left feeling refreshed and 
affirmed.  Two very different styles of worship but 
both places where God can speak. Heather  

 BIBLICAL DIRECTION FOR THE ROAD WE TRAVEL 
VIBRANT WORSHIP | INSPIRATIONAL TEACHING | A TRULY REFRESHING BREAK 

Spring Harvest 

2011 

Booking for next year opens 9th June!  If you 
are interested in being part of the church group 
for next year, please speak to Steve and Jo 
Medley for booking forms and more information.  

We hope to go in either week 1 (9th April) or 
week 2 (14th April) depending on school holidays  
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Regular Meetings 
"Children's Club"  Mondays Trailblazers 5-6pm 

Tuesday mornings 9.30-10.30am First Steps for babies 

and pre-school children with their parents and carers, 

during term time 

Wednesday  7.30-9pm ð ôDrop-inõ Centre for 

teenagers 

Mondays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30am  Coffee 

mornings.  The 

Church is open for 

anyone to drop in 

for a drink and a 

chat 

PAGE 6 

May 
Sunday 2nd 
10.30am Family Service.  John Parnham 

Sunday 9th 
10.30am Holy Communion.. Ruth Walker 

Thursday 13th 
10.30am Devotional Service for Ascension Day. Ruth 

Walker  

Sunday 16th 
10.30am Morning Service.  David Kershaw 

Sunday 23rd 
10.30am Holy Communion.  Ruth Walker 

 4pm Messy Church 

Sunday 30th 
10.30am Morning Service.  Leslie Armstrong 

June 
Sunday 6th 
10.30am Family Service 

 

K ERESLEY V ILLAGE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  SERVICES 
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T he book of Numbers takes its name from the 

census of the people with which it opens. It 

records the 38 year period of Israelõs wandering in 

the desert, on their journey from Egypt to the 

Promised Land. Traditionally the book has been 

ascribed to Moses, although it was probably added 

to by editors in later periods. 

Numbers tells the story of Israelõs journey from 

Mount Sinai to the plains of Moab, across the Jordan 

from Canaan. They are coming to terms with their 

identity as Godõs people and call to be his servant 

people. Itõs a very honest account of a group of 

people learning what it means to become a 

community together, which is always a slow and 

messy business. So jobs have to be assigned, 

leaders appointed and lists maintained.  

However, the people who had been rescued from 

slavery in Egypt responded not with faith, gratitude 

and obedience but with unbelief, ingratitude and 

rebellion. Therefore, the book is also about Godõs 

judgement upon a disobedient people. As a result of 

their refusal to undertake the conquest of Canaan 

(chapter 14), they were condemned to live the rest of 

their lives in the desert. Only their children would 

actually enter the Promised Land.  

However, God in his grace doesnõt give up on his 

people. Through a series of oracles Balaam, a pagan 

prophet from Moab, proclaims Godõs blessings on 

his people. So God demonstrates that he has 

ongoing purposes for his people, and is still willing to 

bring them into his land of promise. 

The book is powerful reminder that even when we 

disobey God, his purposes for us remain. We can find 

ourselves in a company of men and women who sin a 

lot, but God can use our experience to show us what it 

means to be the people of God in our own generation 

and enter into his life.  Numbers reminds us what it is 

means to be included within the people of God - ie a 

community that honours God, lives out love and 

justice in daily affairs, learns how to deal with sin in 

ourselves and others, and follows Godõs commands 

into a future of blessing. 

In the words of Aaronõs blessing: The LORD bless you 

and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon 

you and be gracious to you; the LORD turn his face 

toward you and give you peace.õ (6:24-26). 

John 
ôI like the comparison of Johnõs Gospel to a pool in 

which a child may wade and an elephant can swim. It 

is both simple and profound. It is for the beginner in 

the faith and for the mature Christian.õ (Leon Morris).  

The Apostle John is usually credited with the 

authorship of the fourth Gospel, writing in Ephesus 

(Asia Minor) at the end of the First Century. John 

writes ôthat you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 

life in his name.õ (20:31). He stresses the deity of 

Christ, and presents Jesus as the Son of God. His 

gospel is quite different in character from the three 

synoptic gospels, with different stories, but highly 

literary and symbolic.  

(Continued on page 7) 

Whatõs the Big Idea? - 
 An Introduction to the Books of the Old and NewTestaments:  Numbers and John 
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Regular Activities in the Church 

Hall 
NB the Church Hall is not usually 

available for late night Discos 

Pre-school Playgroup: 

Mondays to Fridays, 9am - 11.30am and 

12.30pm ð 3pm  

Brownies, Guides, Cubs and Scouts meet on 

weekday evenings.  See page 2 for details.   

Charity Concert  

in aid of The Light House Counselling 

Service, Stoke, Coventry.  

Saturday 3rd July 

Blue Coat School Theatre,  

Terry Road,  

Coventry.  

Great variety concert with all artists giving 

of their time and talent free.  

Tickets £10 each and available from John 

and Eve Banks on 07505 111 822 or direct 

from the Light House, 1a Argyle Street, 

Stoke, Coventry Phone 024 7644 0095 

PARISH  REGISTER 

THANKSGIVINGS  
4th April 

Xavier Rafael Hutchinson-Hayes  

Archie Ryan Wilding  

 

BURIALS 
24th April  

Terence Malcolm Davies aged 73 years of Wickham 

Close.  Interred at St. Paul's 

The prologue (1:1-14) brings together the gospelõs 

major themes, like an overture in a musical work. 

John proclaims Jesus as the pre-existent and 

incarnate Word of God revealed by the Father to us. 

Throughout the gospel many references are made to 

Jesus' deity. Most notably Jesus declares, ôBefore 

Abraham was born, I am!õ (8:57-58), referring to 

Exodus, where God describes himself as ôI am.õ John 

also presents the contrast of darkness and light; 

Jesus has come as light into the world so that those 

who believe in him will not remain in darkness (cf 

12:46). 

The heart of Johnõs narrative contains seven signs 

or miracles, which demonstrate who Jesus is and 

show his creative and transforming power over 

creation and in peopleõs lives:  

turning water into wine at Cana (2:1-11)  

healing of the royal official's son (4:46-54)  

healing of the paralytic at the pool (5:1-18) 

feeding of the 5000 (6:1-14) 

walking on the waters of the Sea of Galilee (6:16-

21) 

healing of the man born blind (9:1-41) 

raising of Lazarus (11:1-44).  

After these signs, Jesus ôhourõ arrives, and the story 

moves into the discourses in the upper room that 

interpret the meaning of the death, and resurrection 

narratives that follow. The whole gospel is a 

progressive revelation of the glory of God's only Son, 

who comes to reveal the Father and then returns in 

glory to the Father. 

It can be well summed up in its most famous verse: 

ôFor God so loved the world that he gave his one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life.õ (John 3:16). 

(Continued from page 6) Whatõs the big idea? 

Job vacancies in Coventry with the  

Association of Christian  Counsellors  

 

Office Manager 

Full time Office Manager post for the Association of 

Christian Counsellors (ACC) is becoming available 

with a summer start date.  ACC is based on Binley 

Road in Coventry and the post will involve managing 

a small staff team of 4/5 people and directly 

responsible for all finances ð a working knowledge of 

SAGE Accounts and Payroll a positive advantage. The 

other part of the role will be to act as PA to the Chief 

Executive, booking of all meetings, collation of all 

necessary reports and distribution of all minutes.  

Membership Secretary 

There is also a two day post becoming available for a 

membership secretary which involves the sending 

out of all renewal notices, updating of Microsoft 

Access database and responsibility for dealing with 

new members. This post will have a start date of 

early June.  

Closing date: 14th May. For further details please 

contact eve@acc-uk.org or phone 02476 449 694  

mailto:eve@acc-uk.org

