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God loves  
his children 

as well in 
adversity  

as in 
prosperity.   

Thomas Watson 

 

Come Holy Spirit  
J ust in time for Pentecost Sunday, 23rd May, a new banner 

was installed in St Thomasõ Church.  

Margaret, Hazel and Jan have 

designed and made the 

banner over a 2 month 

period. All the flames were 

sewn on by hand. 

Jan: òWe started making 

banners to brighten up the 

church and make it more 

welcoming for people coming 

inó 

Hazel: òAs members of the 

church we felt inspired to 

create a banner portraying 

Godõs love for us. 

òAs Jan says, we hope people 

will feel it brightens up the 

church and makes it more 

welcomingó 

Margaret: òWe wanted 

something simple but 

effective; a drawing together 

of ideas that we all contribute 

and that grows and changes 

as we work together. And itõs 

all drawn together by love and tea and biscuits!ó  

Bring and Share Barbecue 
to wish Peter and Ruth well in their future ministry 

Sunday 27th June 

In the Vicarage Garden after the morning 
services. Followed by an open air service 

Bring something to barbecue, 

something to share and 

something to sit on! 



JUNE 2010 PAGE 2 

Monday 5th 
7.30pm PCC meeting.  Galilee Room 

 

June 
Sunday 6th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns.  Ruth Walker 

10.30am Family Service.  Peter Walker; PreacherñPete 

Hudson  

Jun 7th 
Summer term continues.  Weekly children's activities 

resume. 

Sunday 13th 
9am Holy Communion. Ruth Walker 

10.30am Family Communion. Peter Walker 

Sunday 20th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns. Peter Walker 

10.30am Family Worship. Peter Walker  

Sunday 27th.  
9am Holy Communion. Peter Walker 

10.30am Family Communion, followed by Parish 

Barbecue in the Vicarage garden to say farewell 

to Peter and Ruth.   

July 
Sunday 4th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns. 

10.30am Family Service.  Ministry Team 

 

C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  
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Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomasõ 

10.30am (during term time) 

1st Sunday  Family Service in Church 

2nd Sunday 3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room, 

 11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall.   All 

join the service around 11.25am 

3rd Sunday All ages start in Church  

4th & 5th   3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room, 

 11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall All 

join the service around 11.25am 

This pattern may change occasionally for special services. 

ST . T HOMASõ CHURCH  CALENDAR  

First Steps . . . with Jesus 

For babies and pre-school children 

with their parents and carers 

Meets in the Galilee Room, weekly 

in term time 

Mondays 1.30-2.30pm 

 

 

Monday evenings, 7.30pm, Galilee Room 

(School Year 9 and above.  Contact Steve 

Medley for more details) 

Refreshment for all 
Tuesday afternoons, 1.30-2.30pm in the 

Galilee Room 

 

Fortnightly 

If you need transport or would like to 

request prayers, please contact Margaret 

Bosworth on 7633 7932 leaving a 

message if necessary with your name and 

telephone number and she will ring you back.   

Uniformed Groups 
Meet in the Church Hall : 

9th Rainbows, Mondays, 6-7pm 

13th Brownies, Mondays, 6.00 - 7.30pm 

9th Brownies, Wednesdays, 6.00 - 7.30pm 

9th Guides,  Thursdays, 6.30 - 8.30pm 

Meet in the Scout Hut: 

41st Cubs, Mondays, 6.45 - 8.30pm  

41st Scouts, Tuesdays, 7.00 - 9.00pm  

41st Beavers, Fridays, 6.00 - 7.30pm  

(for 6-8 year olds ) 

Thursday at St Tõs 
For 5-11 years 
Meets  in the Galilee Room 
On Thursdays 
From 6pm to 7pm 
 

Daily Prayer: 8.30am,Monday, Wednesday and Friday at St Thomasõ Church, Tuesday at Keresley Village 

Community Church. 
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T here will be a meeting after the 

10.30am service on Sunday 6th 

June about Spring Harvest 2011. If you are 

interested in being part of the church group for 

next year, please come along with a booking 

form and an idea of which week would be best 

for you.  We are considering the possibility of 

groups going to both weeks.  If you canõt make 

the meeting or read this article too late, contact 

Steve or Jo before 16th June. 

Week 1 is 9th-14th April; week 

2 is 14th-19th April which 

includes Palm Sunday 

and the beginning of 

Holy Week. 

Summer Holiday Club 
Monday  to Friday  
9-13th August  

10-12 daily 

with a  
Family Celebration  on 
Sunday 15th August  
at 10.30am 

The new  Pentecost 

banner is installed 

alongside the Easter 

banner 

Below: Chris, David and 

Colin do the tricky bits with 

ladders and rope to bring 

the banner up to the right 

height. 

A date for your diariesé 

Barbecue, Bingo and 
Beetles  
Saturday 10th July   
6.00 onwards   
St Thomas Church 

Hall  

More details to follow 
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Dr Sentamu reflects on crime and punishment  
ð and forgiveness 

H ow should we treat those in our prisons 

nowadays?   In a recent article for the 

Independent newspaper*, Dr John Sentamu began 

by remembering Jesusõ words to the prisoner on the 

cross who asked Jesus to remember him when he 

came into his kingdom.   

Jesus answered him, "I tell you the 

truth, today you will be with me in 

paradise." (Luke 23:43) 

òA s a result (he) is forgiven for his 

past sins, given new life in the 

present and hope for the future. He is 

not given new life because the prisoner 

is blameless, you understand, but 

because Jesus is. In short we do not get 

what we deserve, and thank God for 

that!  

òI was reflecting on this message 

recently when thinking about the way we 

treat our prisoners nowadays. As a 

former member of the Bar and the Bench, I 

recognise that some criminals should never be 

released from prison. This might be because of who 

they are, and not just because of the nature of the 

crimes they have committed. Prisoners need to be 

fully rehabilitated and transformed. 

Even for those who find salvation in 

God, they must realise there is a 

human cost to be paid on this earth 

and in many cases that may mean 

permanent incarceration.  

òHowever there are many prisoners, 

especially young women, who commit 

lesser offences who will one day be 

released back into society. How does 

our system treat them?  

òOf course, it is commonsense to say 

that criminals should not be rewarded 

for being in prison. It is patently not right when we 

read stories in the papers of institutions that offer 

inmates things such as cable TV and playstations, 

and other non-essential items that many outside of 

prison cannot afford for their families, despite 

working hard and sticking to the rules. But at the 

same time, we need to understand 

that prison is not just about 

punishment, it is about rehabilitation. 

For the purpose of punishment is 

penitence. 

òIt goes without saying that it would 

be better if people did not become 

criminals in the first place. We need 

to teach young people to value themselves and act 

responsibly towards others in society, but for many 

they have been brought up in a culture which says 

there is no such thing as society, just individualistic 

greed and self-satisfaction to get us through.  

òPersonally, I like the idea of restorative justice and 

community punishments for low-level offenders. We 

need to recognise the personal cost of crime. We 

need to recognise the damage, hurt and pain crime 

causes to victims and their families. And we need to 

recognise the cost to the wider society.  

òI remember the emotional story in 

South Africa of a mother at the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission hearing 

about her son's murder.  The police 

officer who had ordered the brutal 

killing was there, shamefacedly listening 

to the details of what he and his 

colleagues had done. At the end the 

room was quiet. The chair of the 

commission, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 

asked the woman if she had anything to 

say to the man who had killed her son. 

òShe responded: ôI am very full of sorrow. So I am 

asking you now ð come with me to the place where 

he died, pick up in your hands some of the dust of 

the place where his body lay, and feel 

in your soul what it is to have lost so 

much. And then I will ask you one 

thing more. When you have felt my 

sadness, I want you to do this. I have 

so much love, and without my son, 

that love has nowhere to go. So I am 

asking you ð from now on, you be my 

son, and I will love you in his place.õ 

And the policeman did become as her 

son.  

òFree pardon does not undervalue the 

damage caused by our sin. Jesus' 

action on the cross was the supreme 

example of restorative justice.  And in response we 

must take the responsibility which love and truth lay 

on us.  

òAs the strap-line for the Shawshank Redemption 

says: ôFear can hold you prisoner, hope can set you 

freeõ. We are all called to face the 

fear within us - not only the fear of 

the hurt done to us and the way of 

life to which we have become 

attached, but the fear also of our 

own unacknowledged capacity for 

hatred and for division. To recognise 

and confront those fears is, for me, 

fundamental for a civilised society.x 

*This article originally appeared in The Independent on 

Friday 2 April 2010.  

I recognise that 

some criminals 

should never be 
released from 

prison 

We need to teach 

young people to 

value themselves 
and act 

responsibly 

towards others in 

society 

Jesus' action on the 

cross was the 

supreme example of  

restorative justice 
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We have extracts from Mr Bastinõs parish history 

on the website. However, I came across this in 

the July 1926 issue which gives more detail. 

It is the fashion now to write parish histories. This 
parish is too new to have much history of its own, 
but it would be a pity to forget what records we 
have. It may be of interest to some to have the 
following extracts from the Pariah Almanac of 1857 
reprinted.   

Extracts from the Parish Chronicle 

1847ðThe Hamlets of Keresley and Coundon 
formed into a parish by the Church 
Commissioners, under the title of ñThe 
Consolidated Chapelry of Keresley and Coundon.ò  
The Church and Churchyard consecrated by the 
Bishop of this Diocese, on the 10th of September. 
Cost of the Church, £2,838, exclusive of site and 
stone for building, given by Thomas B. Troughton, 
Esq. Coventry.  
The Rev. William Thickens, AM., appointed by the 
Bishop first incumbent of the Chapelry.  
1848ðDavid Shakespear Waters, aged seventy seven 
years, buried in a vault in the Churchyard, Feb. 
26th. He had been one of the most active and 
zealous members of the Church Building 
Committee,  
1849ðFive bells placed in the Church tower, at a 
cost of £194 
Sixty-one candidates confirmed by the Bishop. 
1850ðA clock placed in the Church tower, at a cost 
of £69. 
1851--A Monumental Brass placed in the channel 
of the Church, as a memorial of the late Thomas 

Wilmot, of Coundon, Esq., one of the founders of 
the Church. He died March 25, 1846, in the 
seventy-ninth year of his age. 
Recreation Ground, containing three acres drained, 
levelled, sown, etc, at a cost of £130. Debt 
remaining, £17.  
1852ð.National School built (on a site given by the 
late Edward Phillips FSA, at a cost of £730.  Present 
debt, £33. 
Thirty three candidates confirmed. 
National School opened September 20.  Thomas 
Sidwell appointed master. 

1853ðFriendly Society established 
1854ðSchool first visited by the Government 
Inspector and Mr Sidwell, its Master, received a 
certificate of merit from the President of the 
Council of Education. 
Nov 5, William, son of Thomas and Elizabeth 
Hands, of Keresley, of the 30th Regiment of Foot, 
killed at the Battle of Inkerman, in the Crimea.  It 
is purposed to erect in the Church a monument to 
his memory. 
1855 ï Presentation to the Incumbent of a 
testimonial from the Parishioners expressive of 
ñtheir affectionate esteemò. 
Fifty six candidates confirmed. 
First Pupil Teacher appointed to the National 
School. 
Purchase of ground as a garden to be attached to 
the School.  Cost £120, of which only £40 is yet 
subscribed. 
1856 ï Second Pupil teacher appointed to the 
National School. 
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St Thomasõ Keresley and Coundon 

Word search for June 

J une brings us the beginning of Summer, and hopefully 

long sunny days in the garden enjoying at least a few 

barbeques with our friends and family.   

We celebrate the centenary of Fatherõs Day this month, and 

also the Summer Solstice.   So in this monthõs word-search,  

look out for words which describe things a father might do, 

or which bring to mind the easy delights of summer living. 

solstice  sunshine light 

barbeque flowers weeding 

father daddy  care 

support stability strong 

sporty smart  decorating 

earning walking reading 

jogging tennis  cricket 

swimming discipline mowing 

laughing driving  gardening working 
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Regular Meetings 
"Children's Club"  Mondays Trailblazers 5-6pm 

Tuesday mornings 9.30-10.30am First Steps for babies 

and pre-school children with their parents and carers, 

during term time 

Wednesday  7.30-9pm ð ôDrop-inõ Centre for 

teenagers 

Mondays and Thursdays 9.30-11.30am  Coffee 

mornings.  The 

Church is open for 

anyone to drop in 

for a drink and a 

chat 

PAGE 6 

June 
Sunday 6th 
10.30am Family Service.  Ruth Walker 

Sunday 13th 
10.30am Holy Communion.  Lead by Mary Coles with 

Ruth Walker preaching 

Sunday 20th 
10.30am Morning Worship. David Hunter 

Sunday 27th 
10.30am Holy Communion.  Ruth Walker. 

 

All are invited to come to the Parish 

Barbecue in the Vicarage garden following 

this service.   

July 
Sunday 4th 
10.30am Family Service 

 

K ERESLEY V ILLAGE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  SERVICES 
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 The last book of the Pentateuch (or Torah) is 

Deuteronomy, meaning ôsecond law.õ It doesnõt 

contain any new law, but rather repeats and explains 

of the law given at Sinai. In a series of addresses 

Moses proclaims Godõs covenant and his claim to his 

peopleõs obedience, loyalty and love. Deuteronomy is 

one of the OT books most quoted in the NT eg Jesusõ 

temptations in the wilderness (Deut. 8:3, 6:13, 16). 

 Although the book has been attributed to Moses, it 

probably also reflects a long process of reapplication 

in later situations. Deuteronomy is organised as a 

series of sermons by Moses (chs 1:6-4:40, 5-28, 29-

30), concluding with his final words to the people (31

-34). The setting for these addresses is the plains of 

Moab, where the Israelites are preparing to enter the 

land of Canaan at the end of 40 years of desert 

wanderings. 

Itõs not just a book of laws, but one of the heart. It 

contains instruction on how to live intentionally as 

God's people in response to his love and mercy. 

Godõs covenant, around which the book revolves, 

expresses the relationship between God and his 

people. The subsequent call to obedience is an 

appeal to order all of life in relation to the One who 

has revealed himself as the true and living God. This 

emphasis on the obedience of the heart also brings 

with it a concern with justice, especially toward the 

weaker members of the community. Total loyalty to 

God is also crucial, with the worship of any other 

gods being totally rejected.  

Deuteronomy develops the idea that obedience 

brings blessing and life, while disobedience brings 

curses and death. However, there is also a realism 

that people often fail in their obedience of God, which 

results in the following tension: Godõs people should 

be diligent in following God so as  not forfeit the 

benefits of the land; however God will be merciful in 

the midst of their failures and bring them (again) into 

the land. 

At heart of the book is the ôshemaõ (Heb: ôhearõ), 

expressing a right response to God both then and 

now:  

ôHear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your strength. These 

commandments that I give you today are to be upon 

your hearts.õ (Deut. 6:4-6). 

Acts of the Apostles 

The Acts of the Apostles forms an essential link 

between the gospels and the epistles: ôIn many ways 

the Epistles are not fully intelligible until they are read 

against the background of the book of Acts. The book 

shows effectively the main trends in the development 

of Christianity and presents in effect samples of the 

continuing work of Jesusõ (Donald Guthrie).  

Its author Luke was a physician-friend and fellow-

traveller of Paul. Acts compliments his gospel, both 

being written for Theophilus (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1). It 

was probably written around AD 63, during Paulõs first 

Roman imprisonment and just before Neroõs 

persecution (AD 64).  

(Continued on page 7) 

Whatõs the Big Idea? - 
 An Introduction to the Books of the Old and New Testaments:  Deuteronomy and Acts of the Apostles 
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"I am keen for this fascinating account 

of a significant movement of the Spirit 

fifty years ago to be read again in our 

day" 

Christopher Cocksworth, Bishop of 

Coventry 

 

Fire in Coventry is the remarkable 

story of the response to God's call 

for a consecrated people before the 

consecration of the new 

Cathedral.  This spiritual classic will 

inspire 21st century Christians to keep love, prayer and 

the Holy Spirit at the heart of the Church.  

A  new edition of the book is being republished, and will be on sale from the 16th of June at the price of 

£5.99.  If you would like to pre-order a copy of the book, and receive a discounted price of £5, Pre-orders can 

be sent to Mrs Sue Hosiene, 1 Hill Top, Coventry CV1 5AB along with the payment, and indication of whether 

you would like to collect the book from the Diocesan Offices or have it posted to you (there will be an extra 

charge of 75p per copy for postage. (See Coventry Diocesan website www.coventry.anglican.org for a pre-order form ) 

Any profits from sales of the book will be split between Coventry Cathedral's Golden Jubilee fund and the 

Bishop's Mission Fund. 

PARISH  REGISTER 

BAPTISM  
2nd May  

Megan Louise Dabell and  

Robyn Estelle Dabell  

16th May  

Lorrie Jeoffrey Bateman 

THANKSGIVINGS  
23rd May 

Samuel Paul Holliland 

WEDDINGS  
15th May 

Aaron John Page and Holly Victoria Baylis 

22nd May  

ewis Brian Collins and Hannah Elizabeth Coleman 

28th May  

Mark Andrew Newman and Kara Nicola Flower 

CREMATIONS  
4th May 

Freda Patricia Gladwin aged 82 of Headington 

Avenue 

10th May 

Jane Mason Tyson aged 99 of Keresley Wood 

13th May 

 Patricia Ann Gummery aged 61 of Fullers Close 

21st May  

Lee Heritage aged 34 of Albert Crescent  

George Henry Slater aged 82 of Parkville Close 

While Lukeõs gospel records what Jesus began to do 

and teach, Acts tells us what Jesus continues to do 

and teach through his disciples who are empowered 

by the Holy Spirit (1:1-3).  Lukeõs purpose is: 

To present a history. Acts records the founding of 

the Church and the spread of the Gospel across the 

Roman Empire. Christianity has a firm historical 

foundation. The life and teaching of Jesus Christ are 

recorded in the Gospels; Acts goes on to provide an 

account of the spread of the Church as the result of 

the work of the risen Lord and the Holy Spirit 

through the apostles.  

To give a defence. We read speeches made to both 

Jews (eg 4:8ð12) and Gentiles (eg 25:8ð11), 

showing us how the Early Church coped with pagan 

and Jewish thought, the Roman government and 

Hellenistic society.  

To provide a guide. We see basic gospel principles 

being applied to specific situations in the context of 

problems and persecution. These same principles 

are applicable for us today.  

To depict the triumph of Christianity in the face of 

bitter persecution. The success of the Church 

carrying the Gospel from Jerusalem to Rome and 

planting local churches demonstrates that 

Christianity is not just a human work. It operates 

under the rule of the exalted Christ and through the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

The theme and content of Acts is best summarized 

in 1:8:  ôBut you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.õ Just as the Holy Spirit 

empowered the first Christians in their witness, he 

can do the same for us today! 

(Continued from page 6) Whatõs the big idea? 

Regular Activities in the Church 

Hall 
NB the Church Hall is not usually 

available for late night Discos 

Pre-school Playgroup: 

Mondays to Fridays, 9am - 11.30am and 

12.30pm ð 3pm  

Brownies, Guides, Cubs and Scouts meet on 

weekday evenings.  See page 2 for details.   


