ST. THOMAS' CHURCH, KERESLEY, AND
KERESLEY VILLAGBVITOIM'Y CHURCH

OUR COMMUNITY

www. stthomas-keresley.org.uk

MESSY CHURCH COMES TO KERESLEY!

On 11th October and 13th
December there will be a new
type of church happening in
Keresley Village Community
Church and it's open to the
whole parish. It's called Messy

Church.

Messy Churchbegan in April 2004 in

an Anglican church near Portsmouth. - to help people of all ages feel
A typical session would include they belong in church and to
chilling, creating, celebrating and each other

chomping. - to help people have fun and be

Perhaps the most significant aspects creative together

are those of: )
- tointroduce Jesus through

hospitality, friendship, stories
and worship

- welcoming the whole family
together not just the children

Steve, Jo and Ruth would welcome

- being a church not a club
offers of help, from baking a cake
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You can

give without

loving,

but you
cannot love

without

- eating together
The aims are:

- to provide an opportunity for
people of all ages to worship

for tea or leading a craft activity to . »a

setting up or clearing up the room. g IVI n g
Or you could just come, and invite

someone to come with you.

together
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St. THOMAS ' CHURCH

October

Sunday 4th

9am Holy Communion and hymns. Peter Walker
10.30am HarvestFamily Service. Peter Walker
Saturaay 10th

6.40pm  Harvest Supper

Sunaay 11th

9am Holy Communion. Ruth Walker

10.30am Holy Communion. Peter Walker

4pm Messy Church. At Keresley Village Community
Church

Sunday 18th

9am Holy Communion and hymns. Ruth Walker

10.30am Family Worship and Baptism. Peter Walker
Tuesday 20th

88.45pm Prayers for St Thomas' . Galilee Room
Saturaay 24th

Remember to put your clocks back tonight! You have an
extra hour in bed!

Sunaday 25th

9am Holy Communion

10.30am Holy Communion

Schools are on half term this week.

CALENDAR

November

Sunday 1st

9am Holy Communion and hymns. Peter Walker
10.30am Holy Communion. Peter Walker

PLEASE NOTE. The November Family service will be on
Sunday 8th, Remembrance Sunday.

Refreshment for all

Tuesday afternoons, 1.3@.30pm in the Galilee
Room

Meetings are fortnightly

If you need transport or would like to
¢ request prayers, please contact
‘ ' Margaret Bosworth on 7633 7932
R$——— |eaving a message if necessary
with your name and telephone number
and she will ring you back.

Daily Prayer:8.30am,Monday, Wednesday and Friday at St Thomas’ Church, Tuesday at Keresley Village

Community Church.

’F CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomas'
10.30am (during term time)

1st Sunday Family Service in Church

2nd Sunday 3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room,
11+, Pathfindersin the Church Hall.
Alljoin the service around 11.25am

All ages start in Church

3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room,
11+, Pathfindersinthe Church Hall
Alljoin the service around 11.25am
This pattem may change occasionally for special services

3rd Sunday
4th & 5th

P ===

! Uniformed Groups
Meet in the Church Hall :

I 13th Brownies,Mondays, 6.00-7.30pm I

. 9th Brownies Wednesdays, 6.007.30pm
9th Guides Thursdays, 6.30-8.30pm

| Meet in the Scout Hut, I

« 41st Cubs Mondays, 6.45-8.30pm .
41st Scouts, Tuesdays, 7.00:9.00pm

I 41st Beavers Fridays, 6.00-7.30pm I

. (for6-8 year olds) .

Yov&h Essentt

Monday evenings, 7.30pm, Galilee Room

)

(School Year 9 and above. Contact Stev
Medley for more details)

Thursday at St T's

For 511 years
Meets in the Galile.
On Thursdays
From 6pm to 7pm

3 3 3 3t b J Ik F F e e Fe e e I F
First Steps . . . with Jesus

For babies and presschool children
with their parents and carers

Meets in the Galilee Room, weekly
in term time

Mondays 1.30-2.30pm
RERRAFIFRRRFHFERIERT

*

b

*
*®
*
*
*
*
*
*
*®
*
*
*

*
*
*
*®
*
*
*




OUR COMMUNITY PAGE 3

Don't forget to fill your shoebox this month. They
need to be returned to the Galilee Room by the end
of October.

Leaflets are available now in the Galilee Room. If
you can’t find one, find Jo or Steve Medley and they

will ensure you have one in time.

You pack the Seal, giftwrap and  Deliver your shoebox Link Romania ... your shoeboxes
Shoebox with gifts. attach your details asto the Galilee Room pack your shoeboxn are given directly
on the leaflet plus x2 where we collect acarton and take it to needy families!
£1 coins to the them and take them to Eastern
outside. to an area collector. Europewhere . ..

St Thomas’ Keresley with

Why do people come back? Coundon

We are holding a Back to Church Sunday on October

4th—you may have picked up this magazine when

1o came back Harvest Supper
So-what brings people back to church? Saturday 10th October
Some research from the early 1990s found that 6.30pm

about 40% of people who leave the church for at

least a year come back at some stage, usually about Church Ha”’

8 or 10 years later. Wickham Close

What prompts them to return when they doSome
return after a special ‘lifeevent’ such as marriage or
birth of a child. Some return when their partner
dies. Some come back because “they felt like
worship” or they wanted to return to the familiarity
they had known. Some even return because they
are drawn by an attractive notice board, or receive a

letter from the minister!

®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®
®

Jacket potatoes
and fillings

Desserts

Many people ‘come back’ just once a year at
Christmas, which has been a growing trend over the
last decade. A large number of such “Christmas
onlyites” end up at their local Anglican

church. (Whereas on an average Sunday 28% of
churchgoers in the UK is in Anglican churches, over

Christmas services, 40% is in Anglican churches.) ‘..‘.......‘.‘.

Why we should invite people back

Backing the initiative, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr Rowan Williams, says: “The Church’s
responsibility to welcome all comers isn’t, of course,
restricted to one Sunday in the year! But this Sunday
in particular prompts us to do a better job of saying
to people that we are truly glad to see newcomers
and they always have a right to be part of the

family. | pray that this year's Back to Church Sunday
will assure the whole population of this country that
they are loved and valued by Godand by those who
worship God.”

Entrance by advance ticket only (to help with
planning for catering)

®
®
®
®
£3 adult, £1.50 children ®
®
®
®

Tickets available now.
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Around the Diocese and beyond . ..

WE NEED YOUR PENCILS!

he war in Darfur has meant that half the

population of 8 million people have had to flee
their homes, most living in refugee camps. In
neighbouring Chad there are | million Darfuri people
in 14 refugee camps, mainly women and children.
The camps have been growing over 7 years butin
the last 2 years some aid agencies have pulled out

and the children’s education is seriously threatened.

The international charity React (Refugee
Education Across Conflicts Trust) has offered to
ship some supplies across. The Darfur
Community in Coventry are therefore
collecting:

pencils, rubbers, rulers, exercise books,

English/Arabic dictionaries,

tee shirts and winter jackets,

trainers and shoes for ages 315
Please bring them by 8 October to JoJo Cyber Café,
77 Far Gosford Street, Coventry CV1 5DZ anytime

between 9am and 9pm

For further information contact Amer on 07947
430858

THANK YOU

A CHOIR CONCERT
SATURDAY 17th OCTOBER

at 7.30pm

At West Orchard URC,
Baginton Road

CITY OF COVENTRY
MALE VOICE CHOIR

with special guests

THE BOURNEMOUTH ORPHEUS

MALE VOICE CHOIR

Tickets are priced at £5 and can be
purchased on the door or in advance from

Bob Kemble on 02476412902

Raffle. Tea and coffee will be available
In aid of the West Orchard URC Redevelopment Fund

Could you HOST?

Are you thinking about who might come for
Christmas this year?

Perhaps you would like to make it a bit different.
Some of the adults from overseas who are currently
studying at UK universities would love to spend a
couple of days in a real home, ratherthan on a
deserted campus.

It is interesting to share Christmas with people for
whom it is all quite new (many international
students are from China, for example).

HOST has been linking students with hospitable
volunteers for 22 years, at Christmas and also one

off weekends throughout the year.

HOST is a registered charity backed by the Foreign
Office and many universities. It is not necessary for
hosts to live near a university, as students are
prepared to travel far for this unique experience!
Seewww.hostuk.orgor callHOST's voluntary
regional organiser, Soili Barker, on 01948 830549.
Thank you!

HOST UK

Unit 8 Water House, 8 Orsman Road,
London N1 5QJ

Telephone: 020 7739 6292

Fax: 0207 033 6539

www.hostuk.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 327592
Registered Company in England and Wales No. 2179430

WORKSHOP ON

SELFHARM

SPEAKER: ABBIE ROBSON
(author of the bookSecret Scarg
Addulam Ministries

SATURDAY 1'7OCTOBER 2009
10am —4pm

Bardsley House, Hill Top, Coventry
Cost £25

For further information please contact
Coventry City Mission, PO Box 40, Coventry,
CV1 9DQ or email john@covcitymission.org.uk
or telephone 024 7661 5931

Coventry City Mission is a Company Limited by guarantee
in England & Wales No 4121649.
Regd Charity N0:1090102
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Beacon Hill! Of course a drink was essential; sonfe
had neat water at S Anne’s Welthers diluted
theirs. Before many steps had been made up tie
slippery slope one or two fell out and took a long
The members of the Choir wish to thank all those hyt more secure journey by the zigzag paths. The
ladies and gentlemen who so kindly helped to providgummit was eventually reached, and a glorious vigw
their outing this year. A more perfect day couldrewarded the effort made. The journey down!
hardly have been possible, especially as the outing ha8hogganing would better describe it that walkin
been left till somewhat late in the year. WorcesterHowever, we were not to e only ones doing this.
and Malvern were again chosen, a thoroughlyyould be interesting to know what the laundr
enjoyable day being spent. As no conveyance couiaids think. A capital tea at George’s, and then t

be secured for the journey to Coventry Station, thereturn to Worcester. Were we crowded going? Thefe
majority had to “foot it". Worcester was reachedwasn't’ even standing room for us al coming back, o
shortly before ten, and after arrangements had beefye had to nurse one another; in fact the conductre
made for dinner, some made for the river, the resishouted to the “halves” to sit on each other’s la
going to service at the Cathedral. We missed the train we had hoped to catch

It is surprising the amount of sound that can come\Worcester by a short head, so wandered at our on

from seven men (the whole of the choir for the sweet will for about two hours.  Again at
morning) , and we certainly did not feel that we couldBirmingham we were disappointed, arriving therg
give them any points_ After a stroll through theﬁve minutes after the Coventry train had started
glorious building and the cloisters, we made for theThis made it after midnight when we arrived in
Porcelain Works, always a source of enjoyment. Theoventry Station, and a three miles’ walk in front o
pangs of hunger now engaged our attention, and!s! Oh! the joy of a pony and trap. The patien
immediately after a substantial meal we made foflriver had been waiting two and a half hours, an
Malvern on the motor ‘bus. There may have beerfarned undying gratitude from the fortunate few h
some who could appreciate the beauties of thavas able to accommodate. Thus ended one of
scenery passed through, but there were others toted letter days, and we at once begin to look forwafid
closely wedged in to even move. One terrific joltto nextyear’s.

soon after starting, and we all thought our end hadThe whole daytrip cost £12 2s 8d! Of that the

l"StThomas’ Keresley and Coundon

What were the local events and cares of the
parish many decades ago?

In 1916 despite the war Choir outing went ahead.

come. How bravely we commenced the ascent of thgry crowded motor bus cost £1 16s 3d.
e —

—

Why Study the Bible?

Bible study. Those two words alone can conjure up
images of doudaced people brooding over large
black leather bound books in old English discussing
things which have no relevance at all to real life
today— not really something most of us want to

spend our valuable time on.

Yet it need not be like that. After all, the word ‘Bible’
itself simply means ‘the books’ (coming from the
Greek,biblia). The plural reminds us that itis not a
book at all- but more like a library. Most English
translations contain 66 books (39 in the Old
Testament and 27 in the New), written by a wide
range of authors from a variety of cultures and
social settings in several languages over many
centuries. It tells the story of how individuals, tribes,
and several nations understood themselves and
their relationship to a God who had brought them

into being and wanted them to respond to him.

In fact, so important was this last point that people
began to see how these human words about God
could even become God’s word to the human race.
Yet eventually of course, what human beings really

understand best is other people- and so the
second half, the New Testament, is about how God
communicated finally with a word which became
flesh, speaking to us in the life and ministry, death

and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

So perhaps it is not surprising if we need a little help
to read it properly and fully understand what these
books are saying. However, there is no shortage of
Bible commentaries! Yet some are very academic,
going through these old books word by word, while
others simply read off the surface of the text to
apply it today with little recognition of the great
differences between the ancient world and life

today.

That's why thePeople’s Bible Commentarjrom the
BRF seeks to combine good scholarship from
around the world with a reverent approach to what it
means for us today- ‘to instruct the head and

warm the heart’. You can use it to study the Bible
on your own orin a group, on a daily basis or in
preparation for a special service or event. The
important thing is to get reading- and see what

God might have to communicate to you through

these extraordinary books!
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Rev Paul Hardingham, Rector of Bolton

KERESLEY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES

October

Sunday 4th

10.30am HarvestFestival Family Service. Ruth Walker
Sunday 11th

10.30am Holy Communion. Ruther Walker

4pm Messy Church. Fun for families

Sunday 18th

10.30am MorningWorship. Ruth Walker and Mary Coles

5pm Evening Circuit Service at Bedworth. NO
Evening service at KVCC

Sunday 26th

10.30am Methodist Holy Communion. David Hunter
November

Sunday 1sth

10.30am Family Serivce. Gail DiChiara

Regular Meetings

"Children's Club"Mondays Trailblazers %pm
Tuesday mornings 9.3610.30am First Steps for
babies and preschool children with their parents
and carers, during term time

Wednesday 7.3@9pm — ‘Dropin’ Centre for
teenagers

"@qu Mondays and Thursdays 9.30
(ﬂ)s@%@ 11.30am Coffee mornings. The
d #g®y)( Church is open for anyone to drop in

for a drink and a chat

2
L(i,')'i

Your Life, YourChoice: Work

H ow can you be more aware of Jesus’ presence
in your daily work: your job, running a
household, volunteering or caring for children?
Whether your work is paid or unpaid, we work
because we are made in the image of God. We are
called to partner with God in caring for his creation

and serving others with our skills and giftedness.
Beginning Your Workday How can you begin our

workday in Jesus’ name? It could involve arriving on

time; greeting our colleagues or family members
differently — in a way that makes them glad you are
around! Talk to God about your feelings: are you

excited, fearful, bored, or stressed? Ask God to help

you with your work and to be with you throughout
the day.

During Your Workday  Make sure that you have
reminders of God’s presence with you in your
workplace setting eg favourite texts or words, palm

cross etc.

The way we treat people at work is important,
especially if we want to experience God’s presence
in these relationships. Look for opportunities to
serve them; this will have a huge impact on them!
Also, be prepared to learn from difficult people eg a
difficult teenager, demanding boss, gossipy
colleague or complaining customer! Remember,
Jesus told us to love our enemies! Ask yourself:
‘what can | learn here about love or myself, Lord?’

We should also try to receive feedback well. This can
come in expected ways (eg performance review), as

well as unexpectedly from a colleague, client, or our
children telling us what they think of our parenting
skills! Ask yourself: ‘what is the truth | need to learn

from this, Lord?’

Ending Your Workday We can often end the
working day feeling frustrated about what we

haven't done or the way things have gone! In
Genesis we read how God, at the end of each day of
creation, paused and reviewed what he had done
and declared it good! Therefore, end the day by
taking a few moments to reflect on what you have
done and declare it good! Talk to God honestly
about the day (especially if you have wasted some

of it!) and ask his help to work diligently tomorrow.
God wants our work to be at the heart of our

spiritual life; we work for God as well as with him:
‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as

working for the Lord.(Colossians 3:23).

October Wordsearch
At the end of Octobecomes Halloween.It has its
roots with the Celtic peopleof pre-Christian times.

On the last night of October, the Celts celebrated the
Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s

End’. With the onset of winterit was feared that
unfriendly spirits roamed the earth. So the Druid
priests lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to

ward offthese dark supernatural powers.

When Christianity arrived in later yeard, November-

All Saints’ Day-was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs
and Saints who had died.It was called ‘All Hallows’
Day'. The evening before became an evening of prayer
and preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, The
Holy Evening, later shortened to ‘Halloween’.

Christians know they canurn to prayer instead of
charms to overcome the powers of darknessAnd
the deeper, true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should
not be forgotten. As Christians, we are all children of
God,redeemed and given new life through Jesus






