ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH, KERESLEY, AND
KERESLEY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH

OUR COMMUNITY

FEBRUARY THOUGHTS

;l:‘ebruary is the month where
we consider love, with St
Valentine’s Day on the 14th,
and penitence, with Ash
Wednesday on 25th of the
month this year. Then we begin

a period of reflection with Lent.

There is much to reflect on. As more
and more peoples’ livelihoods are
affected by the credit crunch we may
find ourselves re-evaluating our
lifestyles and choices. A new series by
Paul Hardiman on page 6 invites us to
consider how to live with an awareness
of the presence of Jesus in our lives.
Also there are details of a new local
discipleship course on p3.

We look too to the wider world. Bishop
John ‘s recent letter to parishes
concerning Gaza is printed below, with
more information on p4. And with the
new American presidential agenda of
change and repairing damaged
diplomatic relationships there is much
to hope and pray for.

This month we also celebrate what we
can do together, in friendship and fun.
Everyone is invited to our Mardi Gras,
on Saturday 21st, details on p3, where
there will be pancakes, entertainment
and fun. Last year we had a 5-minute-
Cinderella, recitations, sketches and
songs. You might enjoy reading the
programmes from 1917 and 1921
entertainments on p5 to see how little
times have changed! Editor

A letter from the Bishop of Warwick

Dear Friends,

Prayers for Gaza, Israel, the West Bank
| know you and your congregations will
be praying very much about the rapidly
deteriorating situation in Gaza and the
increasing turmoil outside in the West
Bank and heightening tension in Israel
and the wider Middle East. | wanted to
encourage you in your prayers not
least because we, as a Diocese and
Cathedral, have strong links with a
number of different communities in
Israel/Palestine. These include Cross
of Nails communities in Jerusalem,
Bethlehem, Ramallah, Shefar ‘Am; the
Syrian Orthodox Church and most
recently a growing relationship with
the Diocese of Jerusalem and Bishop
Suheil Dawani.

Many of you will have met Suheil when
he stayed in the Diocese in the week
before Lambeth and spoke at a
number of events. One of the crucial
areas of ministry of the Diocese is the
Anglican Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza.
It is a non-partisan hospital, i.e. it
provides medical care for people of

every faith and culture.

As you will imagine, like

all the hospitals in Gaza,

it is gravely

overstretched at the

moment. The hospital depends on
charitable giving for its existence and
continuation. If anyone would like to
give towards the work of the hospital,
they can send a cheque, payable to
Coventry DBF, to Mrs Jill Benn,
Diocesan Offices, 1 Hill Top, Coventry
CV1 5AB together with a note to
indicate that it is a donation for the
work of hospital.

| enclose for your information a press
release from Bishop Suheil (this is on

page 4).
Bishop Christopher joins me in

encouraging us all in continuing prayer
with our brothers and sisters in the
Holy Land for peace and justice.
Please do feel free to share this

communication with your
CJ%L‘-#\

“parishioners”.

Yours in Christ

FEBRUARY
2009
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L_ove does not
consist In
gazing at
each other

but in
looking together
In the

same direction.
Antoine De Saint-
EXxupery
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ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH CALENDAR

February Daily Prayer
Sunay 1st 8.30am Monday, Wednesday and Friday at St Thomas’
9am Holy Communion and hymns. Ruth Walker. Church, Tuesday at Keresley Village Community
10.30am Family Service. Peter Walker. Church.
WW) Ao .
9am Holy Communion. Ruth Walker i Refreshment for all
10.30am Holy Communion. Peter Walker §Tuesday afternoons, 1.30-2.30pm in the Galilee
Sunagy 15t i Room
9am Holy Communion and hymns. Rev Bob H Fortnightly
Earnshaw

10.30am Family Worship. Pete Hudson If you need transport or would like to
Monatay to Friday 166h-20th request prayers, please contact
Schools half term week \ ' Margaret Bosworth on 7633 7932
Saturday 21st &$— |eaving a message if necessary
79pm Mardi Gras. Church Hall T with your name and telephone number
Sunay 22nd and she will ring you back. :
9am Holy Communion. Peter Walker
10.30am Holy Communion. Peter Walker
Tuesaay 24th Alpha Course
88.45pm Prayers for St Thomas'. Galilee Room The current Alpha course is coming to its close, and

251 a number of people have expressed an interested in
7.30pm  Ash Wednesday Holy Communion. Peter Walker another Alpha Course soon. The Vicar is
March considering running another course after Easter and
Sunday 1st would like the names of those who would be
9am Holy Communion interested. Please contact Rev Peter Walker at the
10.30am Family Service Vicarage or in church.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomas’

10.30am (during term time) tl/l E

1st SundayFamily Service in Church O M’ Ssey\/ae

2nd Sunday 3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room,
11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall.

s Sung 2::J0én ms?ta S:EW'%T] aroEnd 11.25am (School Year 9 and above. Contact Steve

rd Sunday ages in Churc L o0

4th & 5th 3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room, Mealey for wore details)
11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall
All join the service around 11.25am

This pattern may change occasionally for special services.

Mownday evenings, #.30pm, Galilee Room

Thursday at St T’s

For 5-11 years

Meets in the Galilee
On Thursdays

From 6pm to 7pm

First Steps . . . with Jesus
For babies and pre-school children
with their parents and carers
Meets in the Galilee Room, weekly
in term time
Mondays 1.30-2.30pm

PARA AR RARARAAN
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Mardi Gras

daturday 21st February
pm-9pm

St Thomas’ Chureh Hall,
Wickham Closg

MIn gvegning of fun, gntertainment
and pancakgs

Raffle ... Competitions . . . Puzzles
£3 per family /7 £1 individuals

@
After the success of last

. a
&
year’s event, it has been \72

decided that we should hold another Mardi
Gras this year.

If you would like to offer an act for the stage
entertainment please see Clare MacArthur, Pete
Hudson or Heather Hudson.

If you would like to help with catering please see
Hazel Bailey or Jo Medley.

To help with catering please sign the list in the
Galilee Room indicating how many seats are
required.

Part of the proceeds after costs will go towards a
new cooker for the Church Hall kitchen.

The price increase advertised in November comes
into force with this issue. In future the magazine will
cost 50p per issue.

Bishop’s Certificate in Discipleship

his is a new discipleship course which has been

put together in response to the national church
report a couple of years ago on ‘Education for
Discipleship’ which spoke of the need to resource
the laity for their life in the world. It also fits in with
the present situation of moving from a clergy
focused model to a clergy supported ministry. It is a
modular course aimed at anyone in the church and
is very flexible. It is not a starter course like Alpha,
but is aimed to help people continue on their
Christian journey. It will be the basis for Reader and
other accredited ministry training. It is based on the
simple action/reflection model and it does not have
to be academic.

The modules are broken into 3 categories, with a
choice of 5 modules in each.

Block B- Getting to Grips with the Bible
t Understanding the Bible

- How and Why it Was Written

The Old Testament Journey

Jesus and the Gospels

Paul’s life and Letters

God’s Mission in the Bible

Block R- Bringing Life and Faith Together
Everyday Theology

Where Do | Fit?

Ways of Praying

Unlocking the story of your Church
Mission in Today’s Culture

-+ =+ —+ —+

-+ =+ —+ —+ —+

Block P - Developing Practical skills
Leading Worship

Learning to Preach

Listening to Others

Sharing Your Faith

t Working with Small Groups

1.
1.
1.
1.

Each module has 12 hours contact time either 6x2
hours week day nights or 2x 6 hour Saturday plus a
1000 word reflection/assignment. In order to achieve
the certificate 6 modules (including one from each
block) must be completed in 3 years plus an
introductory session on discipleship and study skills.
This is a total of 75 hrs contact time plus £20
registration fee. Each individual module costs £10 for
any number from the same church who wants to
complete that module. So one person attending a
module will cost £10, and so will eight. In this way it
is hoped to develop groups within parishes who are
committed to developing as disciples.

It is important to stress that anyone can take part in
any of the modules without submitting an
assignment, it is designed for anyone who wants to
explore their faith further with a group of others. It's
designed to be flexible and suitable for anyone who’s
not an expert in Christian faith.

If any one feels this could be for them please check
out the website for further details.

www.coventry.anglican.org/ministry/learning/
trainingstudy
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The Rt Rev Suheil S. Dawani, 14th Anglican Bishop in
Jerusalem, sends you this statement about the
situation in Gaza as it relates to our Al Ahli Arab
Hospital there.

Statement on Gaza by The Right Rev'd Suheil S.
Dawani Anglican Bishop in Jerusalem

The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle
East

JERUSALEM, January 7th, 2009 - At a time when
great tragedy is occurring in the Holy Land in Gaza, |
want to share some insight into what we are
experiencing on a moment to moment basis. Our
Diocese has one of 11 hospitals serving a population
of 1.5 million residents in the Gaza Strip. The Al Ahli
Arab (Anglican) Hospital has been in operation for
over 100 years and has a very dedicated medical
staff of doctors, nurses, technicians and general
services personnel.

During the best of times they are stretched to their
maximum meeting the medical needs of this
populous community. Now, during the current
military conflict with its heavy toll on human life and
material, the hospital faces even greater
responsibilities and challenges. The result is growing
strain on the hospital’s resources. Every day since
the beginning of military operations, the hospital has
received 20-40 injured or wounded patients. A large
proportion of them require hospitalization and
surgery. These patients are in addition to those with
non-conflict-related illnesses. About one-fourth of the
patients are children.

In addition, the conflict has brought new type of
medical and surgical conditions. For example,
patients with burns and acute, crippling
psychological trauma, are being seen more
frequently. Because it is not possible for aid
workers to enter Gaza at this time, the hospital’'s
staff is working around the clock, struggling with the
effects of exhaustion and against limited resources
in a conflicted area of ongoing military operations.

Many medical items are needed, especially
bandages and supplies for burns and trauma. The
hospital’s windows have all been blown out or
shattered from rocket and missile concussion and
cold permeates the entire premises. Plastic
sheeting to cover the windows could alleviate some
of the cold but is unavailable now. Food supplies are
scant throughout the Gaza strip and maintaining
patients’ nutritional needs at the hospital has been
difficult, especially for the most vulnerable. Some
medicines and supplies for the hospital have been
generously donated by US AID, but it has not yet
been possible to deliver the items.

Efforts to help alleviate some of the shortages

are underway and we hope that the shipments will
arrive quickly. Through the ICRC limited amounts of
diesel fuel are being delivered to keep the electrical
generators functional for life saving and other

essential equipment. We are working with a number
of related governmental and international voluntary
agencies to speed up the delivery and steady supply
of needed medicines and food. We are also working
to ensure to the fullest extent possible the physical
safety of the Hospital staff and campus.

On a “normal” day, approximately 600 life line
trucks a day bring supplies to the Gaza Strip. Many
are under the auspices of UNRWA and international
relief agencies because about two-thirds of Gaza’s
residents are Refugees and living in UNRWA Camps.
During this time of conflict, that number of trucks is
not seen in a week or more. Because of the
reduced deliveries, medical items, nutritional food,
and other basic supplies are now scarce items, if
available at all, for our brothers and sisters in Gaza.

| ask you to join with me in prayer and by
offering whatever financial support you can for our
Hospital and heroic Staff of the Al Ahli Hospital -
and other such humanitarian
endeavours. Thankfully the Hospital plant remains
intact at this time. While several among our Staff
have suffered loss and injuries within their own
families, they are representing all of us as a witness
of God’s love to all people - “come unto to me all you
who are heavy laden and | will refresh you”. As we
continue to pray for communal Palestinian and
Israeli PEACE, we especially remember these
dedicated individuals who cannot leave, but most
importantly do not want to leave, but continue to do
all they can to help.

Our Lord’s imperative in St. John’s Gospel during
this Epiphany season gives each of us the new hope
for a new dawn of light, life and communal
conciliation - "I have come that you may have Life
and have it abundantly”.

Communications and Public Relations Office
The Episcopal/Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem

Prayer
If a prayer can move a mountain
If a prayer can stop a war,
If a prayer can foster love and peace
Where hatred ruled before,
If a prayer can conquer hunger
If a prayer has power to heal,
If a prayer can mend division
Why are we so slow to kneel
Offering prayers up to our maker,
Throughout each brand new day
To change things for the better,
In every kind of way.

Colin Hammacott
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St Thomas’ Keresley and Coundon

Sunday Schools

Our Christmas Party was held on Saturday, December
31%. We all gathered in the Old School Room for
Tea, and the children one and all did full justice to
the eatables. We then crossed into the Institute for
the Concert, and a very happy hour and a half we
spent there, enjoying most heartily the efforts of our

school chums to amuse us. The Programme
comprised:-

Fairy Play, “The Brown Mouse,” parts ably taken by:-
Alice Whittington “Queen of the Revels”

Elsie Willson “Red Riding Hood”
Eileen Bosworth, “Blue Bell”
Lilian Taylor “First Fairy”

Dorothy Suffolk  “Second Fairy”

William Bryant ~ “Robin Hood”

Hedley Bryant “The EIf’

Bob Dalton “Attendant to Robin Hood”
Jack Whittington  “Attendant to Robin Hood”

Recitation by Doris Ford. “The Christmas Pudding”

The Sunday School Mmstrel Troop:-
Troop Band ‘Blaze Away”
Jokes
Songs:-
“The Milkman’s Call i 1n the Morning”
“Puddmg that’s made of Jam”
“Underneaf Dat Ole Umbrella”

“See you later”

Sketch, “The Black ]udge parts ably taken by:-

John Clarke, “P.c. Blazes”

Leonard Williamson ]udge"

Sidney Cowpe, Lawyer

Fred Enser “Beggar”

Edward Cowpe  “Pimple’s Mother-in-Law”
Harry Martin “A Bloodthirsty Villain”

God save the King
Balance Sheet shows a profit of £1 155 1d. An

excellent balance after all the party expenses are paid.

We extend our thanks to all who helped to give the
children this happy time, especially to Mr ] K Clarke,
Miss B Cowpe, Miss Wilson, Miss Sparrow and Miss
V Clarke, who were principally responsible for the
fine Concert. To our kind friends for donations, and
all those who sold and bought tickets, and the
Women’s Institute for the loan of their room for the
concert, which was a great advantage.

We hope to arrange a Teacher’s Concert about Easter
to augment our funds, and would again solicit
generous support.

1§
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What were the local events and cares of the parish many decades ago?

Mardi Gras and pantomimes are not really new to the parish—there were many concerts and
entertainments arranged, with young and old taking part. Here are two such examples; a Sunday School
party reported in the February 1922 issue and a concert from 1917.

Concert

On Saturday, Dec. 29", 1917 an excellent concert was
held in the Schools, in aid of our Soldiers’ and
Sailors’ Fund, arranged by Mr ] K Clarke. The
attendance was good, and all appreciated the items
provided for their pleasure.

The programme opened with a pianoforte solo by
Miss C Cowpe. “When God gave you to me” and
“The Lost Song” were sung by Miss F Jayes; and an
amusing little duet, entitled “Two Little Chicks,” was
sung by Miss F Jayes and Master ] Clarke. A duet
“Why, of course, “by Mr W Osborne and Mr ] K
Clarke, caused much laughter; also another song by
Mr ] H Clatke, entitled “My Meatless Day”. A
charming little song, “When Jack meets his Nancy Lee
again,” was sung by Miss E Hands, with Miss E
Harrison coming in at the final chorus as Nancy Lee’s
sailor “Jack”. The Rev A C Collin gave us a cheery
song entitled “The Lincolnshire Poacher,” and a song
called “Dream Boat” was nicely sung by Miss A Enser.
Another pretty duet, “Sincerity,” was sung by Misses C
and B Cowpe. The “Song of the Street Criers” was
sung by the Chorus (Misses E Harrison, C Cowpe, A
Enser and Messrs W Osborne, A C Collin and R
Williamson), and also “ How Merrily We :Live” was
sung by another Chorus (Misses A Enser, C Cowpe, B
Cowpe, E Harrison and E hands).

A sketch entitled “A Warm Reception” was well acted
by Miss A Enser, Miss E Cowpe, Miss E Hands, and
Miss E Harrison. A final sketch, called “Sally’s
Peppermint,” was also very much enjoyed, the parts
being well taken my Mr ] H Clarke, Mr W Osborne,
Mr R Williamson, and Miss E Harrison, Miss V
Clarke, Miss C Cowpe, Miss A Enser. The
programme closed with “God save the King.” Pianists
were Miss C Cowpe and the Rev A C Collin.

Each part was carried off splendidly, and every single
item deserves much praise, but as our parishioners
were there to see for themselves there is no need to tell
them here what it was like.

Our many thanks are extended to all those who

contributed towards so pleasant an evening (one of
the best), and also to Mrs Cooper and Mrs ] H Clarke,
who provided refreshments for the artistes.

as Lxas
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Rev Paul Hardingham, Rector of Bolton

KERESLEY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES

February

Sunagy 1st

10.30am Family Service. Ruth Walker

Sunagy 8th

10.30am Holy Communion. Ruth Walker

Sunagy 15th

10.30am Morming Worship. Penny McAinish

6pm Methodist Holy Communion. Andrew de Ville

Sunay 22nd

10.30am Holy Communion. David Hunter

Weahesaay 25th

7.30pm  Ash Wednesday Holy Communion at St
Thomas'. Peter Walker

March

Sunday st

9am Family Service

Regular Meetings

"Children's Club" Mondays Trailblazers 5-6pm
Tuesday mornings 9.30-10.30am First Steps for
babies and pre-school children with their parents
and carers, during term time

Wednesday 7.30-9pm - ‘Drop-in’ Centre for

teenagers
)
R g
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Mondays and Thursdays 9.30-
11.30am Coffee mornings.
The Church is open for anyone
to drop in for a drink and a
chat

Your Life, Your Choice: Everyday Spirituality

he aim of this new series is to look at how we

might spend each day with an awareness of the
presence of Jesus in our lives. We often
compartmentalise our lives with ‘spiritual activities’ in
one place and daily activities in another. Paul believed
that the place to grow close to God is precisely in our
everyday lives, as we do everything in Jesus’ name:

‘And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

This means doing ordinary things in the name or
character of Jesus - ie acting in the same way that
Jesus would do if he were in our place. Of course, this
isn't something we can attempt in our own strength.
When we become Christians, Jesus takes up
residence within us. Therefore, we can do life in
partnership with him.

What would living in Jesus’ name look like in our lives?
How can we spend a whole, ordinary day doing
everything in Jesus’ name?

Waking Up:
do we invite Jesus into our day, telling him about any
anxieties or concerns we feel?

Eating:
how grateful are we for what we eat? Are we always in
a hurry or do we eat too much?

Driving:
if we could actually see Jesus in the passenger seat,
how would that effect our driving?

Working:

whether we work in an office, at home, go to school or
are retired, how might our work be different if we did it
consciously in Jesus’ name?

Watching TV:
how can we watch television in Jesus’ name? Would
he only watch nature programmes?

Doing everyday tasks:
what does it look like to clean or pay bills in Jesus’
name?

Shopping:
how different would our shopping bag look if Jesus
were present?

Doing everyday relationships:

in our relationships with family, friends or neighbours,
what words would we have to take back if we could
only speak in Jesus’ name? How should we relate in
Jesus’ name to those we dislike?

Parenting:
what patience do | show with my children?

Handling conflict:
how would Jesus approach this?

What are the hardest of these activities for you to do
in Jesus’ name and why? Take time to talk with him
about this and listen to what he has to say to you.

What bishops do

A Church was celebrating its 100th anniversary ,
and several former pastors and the bishop were
in attendance. At one point, the minister
invited the children to gather at the altar for a
talk about the importance of the day. He
began by asking, "Does anyone

know what the bishop does?"

(&
There was silence. Finally, one Bal A
little boy ventured: "He's the i

s
one you can move diagonally." :

1
o — g
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PARISH REGISTER

BAPTISMS

December 14th
Baillie-Mai Jean Bucknall

CREMATIONS:

26th November
Diane Dagg aged 62 of Keresley Road

5th December
Margaret Coleman aged 76 of Sewall Highway

13th December
Doreen Joan Heydon aged 80 of The Scotchill

23rd December
Doreen Elizabeth Ricketts aged 76 of Bantam Grove

6th January
Ronald Desmond Maull aged 83 of The Scotchill

20th January
Catherine McGennity aged 82 of Trimpley Drive

23rd January

Emrys Albert Tinkler aged 74 of Lythalls Lane
BURIALS:

12th January

Kenneth George Hickling aged 90 of Berwyn Avenue
ASHES BURIAL:

5th January
Hilda Every aged 99 of Bennetts Road

Free resource for delving deeper
into the Bible released by Bible

Society

Christians can now reconnect with the Bible using a
resource based on an ancient Scripture reading
method - Lectio Divina.

Lectio Divina (Latin for ‘spiritual reading’) follows a
four-step approach - reading, meditation, prayer and
contemplation. The resource was released by Bible
Society to encourage Christians to reconnect with
God through the Bible’s life-changing message.

Available as a free download from Bible Society’s
website, the booklet takes the reader through
Mark’s Gospel week by week for a whole year. It
puts Bible verses in the context they were written
and, to help the reader understand. Lectio Divina
also encourages personal and prayerful reflection
on the passage.

The booklet is available free as a download from
www.biblesociety.org.uk/lectio

A Prophet for our Time

Isaiah 1: 1-4

‘Where there is no vision, the people

perish’ (Proverbs 29:18 AV). In a world of economic
turndown and political challenges, people are
currently looking for a vision that can make sense
of their world. In the 8th Century BC, Isaiah brought
God’s word to Judah in a period of change in their
history. His words also resonate with us, as we seek
God’s word for today.

A Historical Vision

The ‘vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem’ (1)
was given to Isaiah during the reigns of four kings,
beginning with Uzziah. For Judah it was a period of
political and economic uncertainty, in which Assyria
was becoming the dominant power in the region.
Economic exploitation within the nation also led to
a widening gulf between the rich and poor.

What does God have to say to our world?

A Challenging Vision

God’s words to Israel came with the full righteous
force of the one who knows all and sees all. His
indignation is absolutely right, because his people
rebelled, forsook and turned their backs on him
(3/4). They had forgotten their mandate to promote
justice and love their neighbours. God’s reputation,
the ‘Holy One of Israel’, was on the line because of
the behaviour of his people.

In what ways does the church today ‘keep up holy
appearances’?

A Transforming Vision

We should not forget that Isaiah’s own name
means ‘God is salvation’. Despite their sin, God was
committed to his people, as the children that he
has reared and brought up (2). He had chosen
them as his own to play a key purpose in
transforming his world. However, they had lost their
sense of calling by rebelling against God and failing
to listen to him.

How does God want to use us to make a difference
in today’s society?

® & & & O & O O O O O O O O O O O OO e e e

Regular Activities in the Church Hall
NB the Church Hall is not usually available for late night Discos

Presschool Playgroup Mondays to Fridays, 9am - 11.30am
and 12.30pm - 3pm
13th Brownies Mondays, 6.00- 7.30pm
41st Cubs Mondays, 6.45 - 8.30pm (in Scout Hut)
41stScouts  Tuesdays, 7.00 - 9.00pm (in Scout Hut)
9th Brownies  Wednesdays, 6.00- 7.30pm
Sth Guides Thursdays, 6.30-8.30pm
41stBeavers  Fridays, 6.00- 7.30pm (for 6-8 year olds,
in Scout Hut)
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