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Duty  
makes us  
do things  

well,  
but love  

makes us  
do them 

beautifully. 
- Phillips Brooks 

The Season of Lent 

I 
t seems like Christmas has hardly finished and we are already 
contemplating the season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday is 6th 

February this year and we will mark it with Holy Communion at St 
Thomas’  Church at 7.30pm. 
The Season of Lent is a period of 
40 days which prepares the Church for 
the celebration of Easter. The name, 
Lent, comes from the Old English word 
'lencten' meaning 'the lengthening' of 
the days in spring. The 40 days act as a 
reminder both of the 40 years 
wandering in the desert of the Children 
of Israel after the Exodus, and the 
40 days and 40 nights Jesus spent in 
the desert after his baptism.   

The period begins immediately after 
Shrove Tuesday, the day associated 
with pancakes. This association is due 
to the fact that among some people 
eggs, milk and butter had to be used 
up before Lent began. This has also 
been developed in the celebration of 
Mardi Gras (Fat 
Tuesday) 
probably most 
famous in New 
Orleans. The 
name, Shrove 
Tuesday, 
originates from 
the fact, though 
it has never 
been a part of 
the Church’s 
calendar, from 
earliest times it 
was an 

occasion when people confessed their 
sins and were 'shriven' (an archaic 
form for 'absolve').  

The tone of the period is repentance 
and asks the members and the Church 
as a whole to remember and recall the 
journey of Jesus towards Jerusalem 
and crucifixion. It is a period of 
discipline, but not necessarily of a 
negative character. Lent in reality 
should consist in doing something, not 
in merely doing without something.  

The house groups are following up on 
last year’s Love Life Live Lent Love Life Live Lent Love Life Live Lent Love Life Live Lent course 
with a second course in the same 
series.  If you would like to join in for 
Lent call the Vicarage for details of the 
groups which are meeting.  

Saturday 2nd February  
7pm-9pm 

St Thomas’ Church Hall, 
Wickham Close 

£3 per family / £1 individuals 

“Find out the names of your 8 closest 
neighbours” 

“Use a newspaper to reflect and pray 
about world issues” 

“Make someone who is busier than 
you a drink” 

“Say sorry where you need to!” 
From the “Love Life Live Lent:be good 
neighbours” booklet of 50 actions to do 
during Lent  
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Daily PrayerDaily PrayerDaily PrayerDaily Prayer    
8.30am Monday, Wednesday and Friday at St Thomas’ 

church, Tuesday at Keresley Village Community 
Church. 

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    
Saturday 2ndSaturday 2ndSaturday 2ndSaturday 2nd    
7pm Mardi Gras .  Church Hall 
Sunday 3rdSunday 3rdSunday 3rdSunday 3rd    
9am Holy Communion and hymns.  Peter Walker 
10.30am Family Service.  Peter Walker 
Wednesday 6th Wednesday 6th Wednesday 6th Wednesday 6th ---- Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday    
7.30pm Holy Communion.  Peter Walker 
Sunday 10thSunday 10thSunday 10thSunday 10th    
9am Holy Communion.  Rev Bob Earnshaw 
10.30am Family Communion.  Rev Bob Earnshaw 
Monday to Friday 11thMonday to Friday 11thMonday to Friday 11thMonday to Friday 11th----15th15th15th15th    
Schools Half Term.  
Sunday 17thSunday 17thSunday 17thSunday 17th    
9am Holy Communion and hymns.  Peter Walker 
10.30am Family Worship.  Peter Walker 
Sunday 24thSunday 24thSunday 24thSunday 24th    
9am Holy Communion.  Ruth Walker  
10.30am Holy Communion.  Peter Walker  
Tuesday 26th 
8-8.45pm Prayers for St Thomas’  Galilee Room 
MarchMarchMarchMarch    
Sunday 2ndSunday 2ndSunday 2ndSunday 2nd    
9am Holy Communion and hymns 
10,.30am Family Service 
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Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomas’Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomas’Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomas’Sunday Morning Activities at St. Thomas’    
10.30am (during term time) 
1st SundayFamily Service in Church 
2nd Sunday 3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room, 

 11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall.  
 All join the service around 11.25am 

3rd Sunday All ages start in Church  
4th & 5th   3-11s, Sunday School in Galilee Room, 

 11+, Pathfinders in the Church Hall
 All join the service around 11.25am 

This pattern may change occasionally for special services. 

ST. THOMAS’ CHURCH CALENDAR 

Thursday at St T’s 
For 5-11 years 
Meets  in the Galilee Room 
On Thursdays 
From 5.30pm to 6.30pm 
 

First Steps . . . with JesusFirst Steps . . . with JesusFirst Steps . . . with JesusFirst Steps . . . with Jesus    
For babies and pre-school children 

with their parents and carers 
Meets in the Galilee Room, weekly 

in term time 
Mondays 1.30-2.30pm 

 

 

Monday evenings, 7.30pm, Galilee RoomMonday evenings, 7.30pm, Galilee RoomMonday evenings, 7.30pm, Galilee RoomMonday evenings, 7.30pm, Galilee Room    

(School Year 9 and above.  Contact Steve (School Year 9 and above.  Contact Steve (School Year 9 and above.  Contact Steve (School Year 9 and above.  Contact Steve 
Medley for more details)Medley for more details)Medley for more details)Medley for more details)    

Refreshment for all 
Tuesday afternoons, 1.30-2.30pm in the Galilee 
Room 

FortnightlyFortnightlyFortnightlyFortnightly 

If you need transport or would like to 
request prayers, please contact 
Margaret Bosworth on 7633 7932 
leaving a message if necessary 

with your name and telephone number and 
she will ring you back.   
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Children and Young People's Update 
The run up to Christmas started in earnest at the 
end of November with Christingle, Nativity and Carol 
services across the parish. A Christmas Make and 
Take involved around 20 young people making 
decorations, chocolate logs and creating a beautiful 
display in the Galilee room; special thanks goes to 
Debbie Potter for the work that she put in here. 

The annual Nativity and Crib Services were both well 
attended and enjoyed by all, a big thanks to all those 
involved in organising these. 

Our regular groups continue to thrive and we are now 
looking for extra leaders for both Pathfinders on a 
Sunday morning and also for Youth Essence on a 
Monday evening. If anyone is interested please talk 
to  Steve Medley to find out what is involved. 

Clare MacArthur 

Thelma Bowcutt 1925-2007 
Sadly, just before Christmas we lost a much loved 
member of our church. 

Thelma Iris Bowcutt was born in Oldbury, 
Birmingham, on Christmas Day 1925, her father 
Samuel was a miner and went wherever work took 
him.  Not long after Thelma was born, the family 
came to Keresley End where Samuel worked in the 
pit. In 1930 Samuel died and the family settled in 
Greens Road: there was Thelma, her mother 
Florence, and her 5 brothers: Lindsey, Andrew, 
Geoff, Malcolm & Mark - sadly her only sister Letitia 
died before Thelma was born. 

Thelma and her brothers went to school in New 
Road in the church school which stood where the 
flats now stand. She then took various paid jobs as 
a cook during the 1940’s and 50’s, but her main 
responsibility at that time was supporting and caring 
for her mother Florence.  Then in the late 1950’s 
she took a new job as a canteen supervisor at Rolls 
Royce at the Parkside site.  Here in many ways she 
began to spread her wings as she made new friends 
that I know she remembered for the rest of her 
life.  The last 12 years at Rolls Royce were as night 
supervisor before retiring in 1983. 

Many people will remember Thelma not for what she 
was paid to do, but for what she volunteered to 
do.  From 1930 onwards she seems to have got 
involved in St. Thomas’ Church, it is quite likely that 

Thelma saw 7 of the 10 vicars this church has had 
since it’s foundation:  Mr Perry was not replaced until 
1931, and then there were Messrs Roper, Bastin, 
Tyers, Panting, Mobberley and myself.  We know that 
Thelma went to Sunday School here, and by the 
1950’s she had become Bell Tower Captain - a post 
she held for over 20 years, she also wound the clock 
for many years.  No one knows how long she was 
sidesperson here - with her grin and her hugs and her 
cheerfulness -  but it might have been 50 years!  Is it 
any wonder that she had such an impact?  People 
took Thelma to their hearts, and the practice grew 
up while Mr Panting was here of singing Happy 
Birthday to Thelma on Christmas Day in church. 

But Thelma always seemed to be helping long after 
she retired - her list of ‘jobs’ included: Taking the 
bins in and out for other houses in the street on bin 
day. Going down to the newsagent at 6.30am to 
fetch papers for the street as well. Running errands 
and paying bills for stall holders at Coventry Market. 
And of course she collected pound coins for the 
stall holders every week out of the church 
collection. I’m sure, knowing Thelma, that there 
were many other jobs besides! 

In 1980 the 5 bells in the tower were recast as a 
peel of 6, Thelma and her mother paid towards this, 
so that one bell has the name ‘Bowcutt’ in memory 
of her father Samuel.  May this remind us of 
Thelma too now. Thank God for Thelma. 

Peter Walker 

 

Children’s Society boxes 
Thank you to everyone who has had a Children’s 
Society box over the last year.  Together we have 
raised £220 for the charity.  If anyone else would 
like a box for their home, could they please let me 
know. 

Pam Pargetor 

We’ve bought a cow! 
The church has raised around £100 from  the sale 
of Christmas Cards and calendars from CORD.  The 
proceeds have been used to buy a cow or buffalo 
for use in a village community in rural Cambodia for 
milk, breeding and moving crops by cart to market.   
The cow is part of a breeding programme done by 
areas.  The family need to learn how to look after 
the animal and provide shelter for it - but not in 
their house - before receiving it, and they have 
access to a vet. 

2008 has already brought a great deal of conflict, 
so it seems, with violence and unrest in Pakistan 
and Kenya adding to the existing concerns about 
Burma, the conflict in Darfu which is spilling into 
Eastern Chad, and Zimbabwe, among others. 

Your prayers for CORD’s projects, staff and of 
course the people they are working with are greatly 
valued at this unsettling time.  Please pray 
particularly for CORD’s interests in Chad where 
their team are endeavouring to continue to deliver a 
programmed described by UNICEF as “the best in 
the region” in unbelievably difficult circumstances.  
Daily rumours as to the location of the rebel groups 
and the intentions of government and international 
forces are rife and put great additional strain on the 
lives of everyone living in the area. 

Margaret Bosworth 
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Love 
O God give the joy and God the love 

To those who are lovers true, 
Shed down benediction from above 

As in one are joined the two. 
From Poems of the Western Highlanders 

It's Leap Year! - 29 February 2008 
This is a Leap Year -February has 29 days in it, 
bringing the total days for 2008 to 366.  

Leap years happen every four years, but this one is 
more unusual: this February has five Fridays in it. The 
last time a February had 5 Fridays was in 1980 and 
next time will be in 2036.  

So - which years are leap years? In the Gregorian 
calendar, used by most countries, the following rules 
decide which years are leap years: 

� Every year divisible by 4 is a leap year.  

� But every year divisible by 100 is NOT a leap year  
UNLESS the year is also divisible by 400, then it is 
still a leap year. This means that year 1800, 1900, 
2100, 2200, 2300 and 2500 are NOT leap years, 
while 2000 and 2400 ARE leap years. (Not that 
any of us will be around in 2400 to care.) 

Leap years keep the calendar in alignment with the 
earth's motion around the sun. If we used a calendar 
with only ever 365 days, we'd end up 0.2422 days 
wrong a year - that's about six hours. Not much to 
begin with - but in 50 years we'd be 12 days ahead of 
the seasons. By adding a leap year, the calendar 
follows the seasons much more closely. 

Looking ahead  

. . . 
Christian Aid Week:  
11 - 17 May 2008 

 
Christian Aid Week is seven amazing days of 
fundraising, campaigning and worship. It unites 
300,000 people in the UK's biggest house-to-house 
collection. 

It inspires hundreds of events, brings together 
thousands of churches and reaches millions of 
people with messages about poverty. 

And most importantly, it helps people in poor 
communities around the world change their lives. 

We need a co-ordinator for this church to organise 
the distribution of envelopes, and collectors for the 
streets allocated to us.  If you think you might be 
able to do this please speak to Heather Hudson or 
Rob Gilbert to find out more. 

New Trustees sought 

E mmaus Coventry & Warwickshire is looking for 
new trustees with experience in, for example, 

senior business management, finance, human 
relations, risk assessment but above all with vision to 
take the organisation forward possibly in new 
directions.  This comes at a time when its house is 
temporarily closed following two serious break-
ins.  The Board's intention is to re-open in the summer. 
Emmaus is part of a worldwide movement founded by 
the late Abbé Pierre which enables homeless and 
other disadvantaged people to take control of their 
lives again.  It does this by offering them the 
possibility not only of accommodation, living in 
community in the Old Vicarage at Binley, but also of 
work - principally recycling donated furniture.  The aim 
is for the community to generate sufficient income not 
only to be self-sufficient but to be able give to people 
worse off than themselves. 
To find out more please contact the Chair, the Revd 
Tim Brooke on 024 7667 9126 or 
brooke@care4free.net  

A s a church we have supported some younger 
members of the congregation in their charitable 

work, most recently Debbie Potter as she went to the 
Dominican Republic to teach English during her gap 
year.  Here, Hannah Owens introduces her project 
and asks for our support. 

“Hi everyone I'm Hannah, I'm 17 years old and go to 
Coundon Court School in Coventry.  

In October last year I took part in a international 
Guiding  selection weekend, for which I had to take 
part in various team building and independent 
activities to hopefully be chosen to go abroad 
representing the Guiding movement. 

Last month I found out I was lucky enough to be 
chosen to represent Warwickshire on a Midlands trip 
to SanGam ( a world Guiding headquarters) in India. I 
will be the only girl going on this trip from 
Warwickshire and will be accompanied by 10 other 
girls, one from every county in the Midlands. 

I will be leaving England on 10th August and returning 
on the 30th, while I am there I will be helping run a 
camp for pre-teenage children helping them improve 
their English skills before taking part in a tour of India 
where I will experience different cultures and take 
part in yet more community activities. 

For this trip I must raise £1500. This is to help cover 
the cost of transport, accommodation and the 
running of the camp while I am there. I will be holding 
many fundraising events over the next few months 
which  will help me raise the money needed ( I hope!!) 

The first of these events is the Mardi Gras on 
Saturday 2nd February, I hope to see you all there!” 

Supporting Hannah Owens 
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St Thomas’ Keresley and Coundon 
What were the local events and cares of the 
parish many decades ago? 

For the past three years we’ve put on a 
pantomime; this year we are doing a Mardi Gras 
evening of entertainment.  This isn’t new for our 
church - here’s a report from 100 years ago in 
February 1908. 
The “Cinderella” Concert held on the last two 
evenings of the year was in every sense a great 
success.  The Schoolroom was filled on both 
evenings, and the substantial proceeds, given to the 
Churchyard Fund, surpass all previous records. 
The “Living Pictures” were excellent, and well repaid 
the time and care given to their arrangement by the 
Misses Hillman.  Many who saw them on the first 
night came again. 
Cinderella was a somewhat ambitious piece in which 
the choir made their first appearance on the stage, 
but the result quite justified its selection.  The 

opening scene, a “market”, was very effective; we 
should have liked more of it. 
The chief parts, Cinderella and the Baron, were well 
played by Miss Lloyd and Alfred Moscord, Alice 
Enser made a nice fairy, and spoke well. 
Many of the songs received a well deserved encore.  
The costumes were magnificent, though how or from 
whence they were procured, is, to outsiders, a 
mystery. 
A very hearty vote of thanks was given to Miss 
Ratliff, who had the entire management of the 
Concert, and to Miss B Hillman, who was 
responsible for the acting.  If such results can be 
achieved at the first attempt we may expect great 
things in the future.  It will give confidence to all 
who took part, and that only comes with experience. 
They made a profit of £7 1s 8d after receipts of 
£11 11s 9d.  Their costs included hire of wigs, 
tuning piano (4/-), trumpet (!), dresses, light, 
programmes and music.  Their biggest cost was 
“Entertainer 21/-.” 

Where your treasure is … 

P sychoanalysts talk about cathexis. Cathexis 
means (approximately) emotional investment. To 

cathect something heavily means that your 
emotional life is pretty tangled up with whatever you 
cathect. As Lent begins, the question that faces 
every Christian is this: Given that we are less 
concerned about heaven the more we are wrapped 
up with earth; and given that the more wrapped up 
in heaven we are the less anxious we will be about 
our earthly home - how much cathexis do we invest 
in mansions in the sky? 

It can be wearisome when people bang on about 
others who are "so heavenly minded that they are 
no earthly good." It can happen that people are too 
earthly minded to be any heavenly good.  

Jesus was talking about exactly that when he urged 
us to lay up treasure in heaven. His words blast our 
self-deception away: 

"Where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also." (Matthew 6:21) 

Jesus knew the battle that goes on in our hearts 
between heavenly and earthly homes. He knew our 
struggle between love of money and heavenly 
treasure. And I guess we do too, in a somewhat 
befuddled sort of way. How do we lay up treasure in 
heaven anyway? You certainly can't buy heavenly 
treasures with money.  

So here we are launching into a New Year with all its 
possibilities, a blank page of time to be written 
upon. What do we do with it? One thing we can do is 

to look at ourselves in the mirror and ask "Where is 
my treasure? Where is my heart? Where do my real 
ambitions lie?  

"Our souls are held by what they hold; 
Slaves still are slaves in chains of gold; 
To whatsoever we may cling, 
We make it a soul-chaining thing; 
Whether it be a life, or land, 
And dear as our right eye or hand." 

New Year's resolutions are a waste of time - how 
many have you already given up on - and it is only 
February! . New Year beginnings could start with Lent 
- and a re-evaluation, reorientation, and re-grasping 
of the true essentials of Christ's call on our lives, in 
whatever sphere of endeavour we are in. 
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Regular Meetings 
"Children's Club"  Mondays Trailblazers 5-6pm 
 
Tuesday mornings 9.30-10.30am First Steps 
for babies and pre-school children with their 
parents and carers, during term time 
 
Wednesday  7.30-9pm – ‘Drop-in’ Centre for 
teenagers 
 
Mondays and Thursdays Mondays and Thursdays Mondays and Thursdays Mondays and Thursdays 
9.309.309.309.30----11.30am  Coffee 11.30am  Coffee 11.30am  Coffee 11.30am  Coffee 
mornings  mornings  mornings  mornings  The Church is 
open for anyone to drop in 
for a drink and a chat. 

PAGE 6  

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    
Friday 1stFriday 1stFriday 1stFriday 1st    
5-6.30pm Friday Church Pancake supper and Beetle Drive 
Sunday 3rdSunday 3rdSunday 3rdSunday 3rd    
10.30am Family Service.  Ruth Walker 
Wednesday 6th Wednesday 6th Wednesday 6th Wednesday 6th ---- Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday Ash Wednesday    
7.30pm Holy Communion at St Thomas.  Peter Walker 
Sunday 10thSunday 10thSunday 10thSunday 10th    
10.30am Methodist Holy Communion.  Pat Nightingale 
Sunday 17thSunday 17thSunday 17thSunday 17th    
10.30am Morning Worship.  Ruth Walker and Mary Coles 
6pm Methodist Holy Communion.  David Hunter 
Sunday 24thSunday 24thSunday 24thSunday 24th    
10.30am Holy Communion.  Ruth Walker 
MarchMarchMarchMarch    
Sunday 2ndSunday 2ndSunday 2ndSunday 2nd    
10.30am Family Service 

KERESLEY VILLAGE COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICES 

Christian Basics: Sin and Suffering 
'What's wrong with the world? How can a God of love 
allow suffering?' These are questions that many 
people ask in the light of their own experience. In 
answer to these questions, the Christian Faith offers 
an understanding of how sin affects both the human 
race and the whole created order.  

Genesis gives us a picture of how sin first entered 
the world. In Genesis 2:16-17, God gave Adam and 
Eve a far reaching permission ('You are free to eat 
from any tree in the garden'), a prohibition ('But you 
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil') and them warned them of the penalty if 
they disobeyed ('For when you eat of it you will surely 
die'). 

In Genesis 3, we see how Adam and Eve broke God's 
law by eating of the fruit from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. As a result their eyes 
were opened to the nature of sin (they knew shame) 
and their relationship with God was broken (they hid 
from him). Also as a consequence they faced the 
reality of death in their lives. This story expresses the 
truth that God gives us free will (an essential aspect 
of our humanity) to live with God at the centre of our 
lives or not.  

There are different pictures in the Bible which 
describe the nature of sin: 

� Firstly, a spirit of independence: choosing to live 
our own lives in our own way, independent of God. 
This means we do our own thing, regardless 
whether it pleases God or helps others. 

� Secondly, ignoring the maker's instructions: if you 
buy an expensive item of equipment and then 
ignore the user instructions, you have only yourself 
to blame if things go wrong! God created us to 
function with him at the centre of our lives. 

� Thirdly, missing the mark: we will fail an exam if we 
have missed the pass mark, however near we get 
to it. As Paul reminds us, 'All have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God' (Romans 3:23).  

� Fourthly, leaving God out of our lives: we don't 
want God to interfere with our lives, preferring our 
own ideas, plans and standards of behaviour.  

There was a famous correspondence in The Times 
under the title 'What's wrong with the world?' One 
letter written by GK Chesterton simply said:  
'Dear Sir, I am.' 

As Lent begins this month, it is a good time to stop 
and consider what place God currently holds in our 
lives. 

Jesus said . . . “come, follow me” 

Insurance: I’ll nod in God’s direction now and then 
We take out insurance to protect ourselves from 
things we hope will never happen 

Supermarket: I buy-in the bits that I want 
I will ‘buy-in’ to the church and to God to get what I need. 

Discovery: I am finding out more about God. 
As a relationship develops there comes a point when 
we start to get to know each other 

Belonging: I am involved because I belong 
Belonging gives us a stronger sense of who we are, but it 
costs more too, it effects other things that we do. 

Commitment: I am trying to be a good disciple. 
Life is not just about me and my family, it is about 
God.  He is more important than I am. 

Sacrifice: I am called to be Christ-like. 
“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my 
life, my all.” 

Is it time you took another step to where God is 
calling you? 
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BAPTISMS 
9th December 
Molly Rose Delaney 
Charlie Frederick Bates 

BURIAL OF ASHES 
18th January 
Thelma Iris Bowcutt aged 81 of Greens Road 

CREMATIONS 
20th November 
Joseph Frederick Peters aged 87 of Cottage Farm 
Lodge  
4th December 
Lilian Cranor aged 87 of Keresley Wood 
7th December 
Julie Suzanne Harries aged 35 of Eversleigh Road 
12th December 
Clifford John Hill aged 80 of Keresley Wood  
21st December 
Julie Ann Wright aged 45 of Houldsworth Crescent 
11th January 
Raymond George Roland aged 86 of Birchfield 
Road  

Muriel Rowena White aged 90 of Dymond Road 
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Regular Activities in the Church Hall 
NB the Church Hall is not usually available for late night Discos 
Pre-school Playgroup Mondays to Fridays, 9am - 11.30am 
  and 12.30pm – 3pm  
13th Brownies Mondays, 6.00 - 7.30pm 
41st Cubs  Mondays, 6.45 - 8.30pm (in Scout Hut) 
41st Scouts  Tuesdays, 7.00 - 9.00pm (in Scout Hut) 
9th Brownies Wednesdays, 6.00 - 7.30pm 
9th Guides  Thursdays, 6.30 - 8.30pm 
41st Beavers Fridays, 6.00 - 7.30pm (for 6-8 year olds,  
   in Scout Hut) 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 'People Like Us' - Dorcas 
'Anything can happen in the next half hour!' These 
words from the 60's puppet series Stingray could 
apply to what we see happening in Acts 9. Here we 
find Peter healing a paralytic man called Aeneas 
(32-35) and raising Dorcas (or Tabitha) from the 
dead (36-43). The passage reminds us that God is 
always ready to surprise us in extraordinary and 
unexpected ways. However, faith plays a vital role in 
enabling God to act in this way.  

The faith of Dorcas' friends 
Dorcas was well known for helping others in Joppa 
and when she died her friends attended to the 
arrangements. It's hard to imagine that they had 
not prayed for Dorcas during her illness. However, 
the story of Aeneas' healing gave them faith that if 
they fetched Peter, God could do something through 
him. Hearing about or experiencing answers to 
prayer will build up our faith. 

Can you think of a recent occasion where God has 
clearly answered prayer for you or someone else? 

The faith of Peter himself 
Peter had never raised anyone from the dead; 
however we see his obedience and faith in God 
growing in this incident! He responded to the 
situation by copying exactly what Jesus had done 
when he brought Jairus' daughter back to life (Mark 
5: 35-43). Peter sent the mourners out of the room, 
said 'Tabitha, get up' and she was restored to life! 
As a result of this miracle many came to faith in 
Christ. Sometimes it's really hard to see how God is 
working in our lives. We need to prayerfully seek 
from God want he would do in the particular issues 
we face. 

How do we see God working in our lives and what is 
he doing? 

'Pray for great things,  
 expect great things from God,  
  attempt great things for God'. 

This is the second item submitted by the “Refreshment for 
All” group, which meets on Tuesday afternoons, to share 
with  readers. 
Nun’s Prayer.  17th Century 
Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that I am 
growing old and will some day be old.  Keep me from the 
fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every 
subject and on every occasion.  Release me from craving 
to straighten out everybody’s affairs.  Make me thoughtful 
but no moody; helpful, but not bossy.  With my vast store 
of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all, but Thou 
knowest Lord that I want a few friends at the end. 
Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; 
Give me wings to get to the point. Seal my lips on my 
aches and pains.  They are increasing, and love of 
rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by.   
I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of 
others, but help me to endure them with patience. 
I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing 
humility and a lessing cocksureness when my memory 
seems to clash with the memories of others.  Teach me 
the glorious lesson that occasionally I may  be mistaken. 
Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a Saint - 
some of them are so hard to live with - but a sour old 
person is one of the crowning works of the devil.  Give me 
the ability to see good things in unexpected people.   
And give me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so.   Amen 


