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We trust 
not because 

‘a god’ 
exists,  

but because 
THIS God 

exists.   
C S Lewis 

Moving on, moving forward 

The work of running St Thomas’ now falls to the church wardens and PCC 

alongside the Archdeacon, Ven Maurice Rodham, who will be leading a service at 

both churches in the next few weeks. 

Margaret Potter and Claire McArthur, our 

church wardens, have asked for 

volunteers to support them in various 

tasks and have been delighted with the 

response so far.  The PCC will shortly 

begin the process to prepare for selecting 

a new minister.  

The next Messy Church is 

on Sunday 11th July  

at Keresley Village 

Community Church  

2pm to 4pm  
Note the change of 

starting time—2pm not 

4pm— to give people 

time should they wish to 

watch the World Cup 

final as well.  

Our theme is Bible 

Seasides, and we are 

finishing with Afternoon Tea 

(sandwiches, scones, cream, 

strawberries, cakes) Come and join us! 

On Sunday 27th June, 

Peter and Ruth Walker 

said a fond farewell to the 

parish of Keresley.  At the 

final barbecue in the 

Vicarage garden a 

presentation was made to 

each member of the 

family. 

More pictures on page 4. 

At the May Messy Church 
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Sunday 8th 
9am Holy Communion.  Rev Paul Simmonds 

10.30am Family Communion and Baptism.  Rev Paul 

Simmonds 

Monday to Friday 9th-23th  
10-12 Holiday club  

Sunday 15th 
9am Holy Communion, by extension, and hymns.  

Margaret Potter and Steve Medley 

10.30am Holiday Club service.  Steve Medley 

Sunday 22nd 
9am Holy Communion. Canon Kenyon Wright 

10.30am Family Communion. Canon Kenyon Wright 

Sunday 29th 
9am Holy Communion. Rev Bob Earnshaw 

10.30am Family Communion.  Rev Bob Earnshaw 

September 
Sunday 5th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns.  Rev Graeme 

Pringle 

10.30am Family Service and Baptism.  Rev Graeme 

Pringle 

 

July 
Sunday 4th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns. Rev Pam Smith 

10.30am Family Service.  Ministry Team 

Monday 5th 
7.30pm PCC meeting.  Galilee Room 

Sunday 11th July 
9am Holy Communion. Ven Maurice Rodham 

10.30am Holy Communion. Ven Maurice Rodman 

10.30am Sunday school party in the church hall 

2-4pm Messy Church at Keresley Village 

Sunday 18th 
9am Holy Communion and hymns. Rev James Jasper 

10.30am Family Worship.  Rev James Jasper 

Sunday 25th 
9am Holy Communion. Rev Robin Trew. 

10.30am Holy Communion by extension. Claire McArthur 

and Pete Hudson 

August 
Sunday  1st 
9am Holy Communion and hymns.  Rev James 

Jasper 

10.30am Family Service.  Rev James Jasper 

 

C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  

JULY /A UGUST 2010 PAGE 2 

ST . T HOMASõ CHURCH  CALENDAR  

Summer Holiday Club 

The Pirate King 

Monday  to Friday  
9-13th August  

10-12 daily 

with a  
Family Celebration on  
Sunday 15th August  
at 10.30am  

Regular activities for children and young people take a break for the 

summer holidays. 
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Peter and Ruthõs licensing 

The Licensing is scheduled to take place in 

St Laurence Church, Bidford on Avon at 

7.30pm, Tuesday 27th July 2010.   

All are invited to attend. 

Visiting us this month and next: 
Rev Pam Smith has permission to officiate in 
this diocese, but at present she works as a non
-stipendiary minister in the Oxford diocese 
running their iChurch (a web based Fresh 
Expression)  

Ven Morris Rodham , Archdeacon Missioner in 
the Diocese of Coventry, formerly vicar of St 
Maryõs Leamington Spa. As Archdeacon he is 
responsible for the running of this church 
alongside the churchwardens.  

Rev James Jasper is a retired Anglican 
minister who will come together with his wife 
who was a Church Army officer before she 
retired, they may both be involved in taking 
the services  

Rev Paul Simmonds, a regular visitor to us, is 
associate minister at Wolston and Church 
Lawford, and also part time Development 
Officer at Work Care.  

Canon Kenyon Wright is a retired clergyman, 
once at Coventry Cathedral as Director of 
Urban Ministry and later International 
Ministry.  

Rev Bob Earnshaw formerly a vicar in 
Somerset and Liverpool, a prison chaplain and 
Church Army Officer, has been a regular 
visitor when Peter and Ruth have been away.  
Sadly this is likely to be his last visit to us as 
he and Jenny are moving to Southampton to be 
nearer their grandchildren.  

Rev Robin Trew will be visiting both churches 
this month. He is rector of All Saints, Allesley.  

Rev Graeme Pringle Vicar of St Christopher's 
Allesley Park, will be taking both the 9am and 
10:30am on Sunday 5th September  

And at KVCC: 

Rev Marc Catley is at present the curate at 
St Andrews Eastern Green, approaching the 
end of his time there he is hoping for a new 
job soon. 

Communion by Extension 
On those occasions when visiting clergy are not 
available to celebrate Communion with us, 
there are a number of people who will be 
licensed to distribute bread and wine that has 
already been consecrated at an earlier service.  

At St Thomasõ these people are licensed: Claire 
McArthur, Margaret Potter, Margaret 
Bosworth and Pete Hudson.  Jan Ashley is also 
licensed, but will concentrate on home 
communions for the housebound.  At Keresley 
Village Community Church Mary Coles and Nik 
Stevenson are licensed.   

Social Event 
The proposed event on Saturday 10th July has been 

postponed. 

Interregnum News 
There are a number of people taking responsibility 

for running various aspects of church life: 

A Ministry Team will be meeting regularly to plan 

ahead for Sunday services, and will lead some of the 

services where we do not have visiting clergy.  The 

Worship Band will be organising all the music. 

Many people have volunteered to be sidespeople, 

readers, etc, as well as fulfilling specific roles such 

as liaising on the Church Hall, or Health and Safety. 

Stella will be working hard in the parish office—plans 

are in progress to relocate the office during July as 

the Vicarage needs major structural repairs. 

‘The Pirate King’ 

Monday 9th to  

Friday 13th August, 

10am until 12 noon, 

St. Thomas Church Hall, 

Wickham Close. 
 

òKristy expected to have an ordinary life 
with no excitement, no adventures and 
definitely not one that would take her 
around the world. But that all changed 
when her older brother decided to leave 
the family business and see what else he 
could by himself.  She never thought she 
would be the one who would have to do any 
sort of rescuing.ó 

Come and find out how different bible 

characters have their lives changed, 

start adventuring and learn the 

importance of keeping their focus on 

God. 

With lots of games, craft activities and fun this 

‘Pirate King Holiday Club’ will be well worth 

joining. 

For more information or to book a place please 

contact Steve Medley  76331910 
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Parish Barbecueñphew, what a scorcher!! 

Refreshment Group bag their bit of shade, 
while others chat, 
enjoy an ice cream, 
or have a bounce. 

Presentation time ñ 

Waiting to give out gifts . .  
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. . .  after the speeches  
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This is a report of the Garden Fete held in June 

1921, published in the August issue of that year.  

This was held when the Vicarage was a large 

rambling building on Brownshill Green Road.  Our 

circumstances may be slightly different, but there 

are many references which remind me of some 

of the issues we are facing now. 

The Garden Fete 

The great day has come and gone, and the 
memory thereof is altogether pleasant. 

The Fete was an unqualified success, not only 
in the regard to the financial result, which 
surpassed the wildest expectations, but also in 
the pleasant social atmosphere, and the spirit of 
united helpfulness as which marked the day. 

The time of preparation was very limited; the 
industrial crisis was pressing heavily upon all 
the classes; there were some disappointments in 
the response to the Committeeôs appeal; and 
the voice of the pessimist croaked loudly. 

The success then is all the greater; and we 
heartily congratulate the Committee and all the 
workers on their triumph. 

One of the special features of this Fete was the 
Tennis Tournament ï so splendidly organised.  
We are greatly indebted to Miss Rotherham for 
the use of the Grange Courts. 

Mrs Richard Green and her helpers had a very 
strenuous time; the visitors had nothing but 
praise for the refreshments and service and the 
commissarial arrangements in general. 

Transport is always one of the difficulties on 
such an occasion ï we are most grateful to the 
who lent their cars. 

The Vicar wishes to send his heartfelt thanks to 
the Committee, stallholders, donors of gifts, 
the workers and the visitors who helped to 
make the venture such a brilliant success. 

We append part of the report that appeared in 
the Standard.:ñA delightful afternoon and 
evening were spent in the grounds at Keresley 
Vicarage on Thursday, the occasion being the 
holding of a garden fete in aid of the parochial 
funds . . . 

The fete had been arranged by a joint 
committee of the Social Club and the Womenôs 
Institute with Mrs Niblett as the chairman and 

Miss Enser as the secretary.  There were several 
stalls containing various articles for sale and 
many attractions were arranged . . . 

The Humber Follies attended and gave a 
delightful entertainment and musical selections 
were provided  by the Humber Military Band.  
In the evening dancing was indulged in . . . 

The objects of the fete were explained by the 
Vicar (the Rev Walsingham C Kerr).  The 
committee who made the arrangements, he 
said, also decided that the proceeds should be 
on this occasion in aid of home needs, and the 
two they had selected were the church and the 
vicarage.  During the war, although the vicarage 
did not suffer from bomb attacks it suffered 
severely from that other enemy of mankind ï 
neglect; and the ancient mariner, when he 
arrived home, found his home-coming damped 
by gardens that had become a wilderness and by 
a house fast crumbling away.  The committee 
also hoped their generosity would allow them 
to go on with the interior decoration of the 
church.  They were fortunate in weather and 
workers that day and especially fortunate in 
having the Mayor to open the fete . . .  

In declaring the fete open and wishing it 
success the Mayor reminded them their earliest 
foundation, as far as the church was concerned 
was an ancient one, dating back to the time of 
King Stephen . . . 

Mr A H Niblett proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Mayer and Mayoress for their attendance, 
and remarked upon the Mayorôs quick 
acquiescence when he was asked to open the 
fete.  It they had a few more citizens of 
Coventry and a few more parishioners where 
were as ready to lend a helping hand as was the 
Mayor, they would see a great many of their 
difficulties and troubles disappear.  No 
predecessor had held the position and shed so 
much lustre on it as he. 

The vote of thanks was seconded by Mr Sleathò  
Coventry Standard. 

Mrs Swinnerton and Mrs Ensor wish to send 
their sincere thanks to all who contributed to 
the Hat Stall. No one refused to help which 
largely accounts for the success of this effort 
from Keresley Green. 

St Thomasõ Keresley and Coundon 
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September 
Sunday 5th 
10.30am Family Service 

 

Regular Meetings 
"Children's Club"  Mondays Trailblazers 5-6pm 

Tuesday mornings 9.30-10.30am First Steps for babies 

and pre-school children with their parents and carers, 

during term time 

Wednesday  7.30-

9pm – ‘Drop-in’ 

Centre for 

teenagers 

Mondays and 

Thursdays 9.30-

11.30am  Coffee 

mornings.  The 

Church is open for 

anyone to drop in 

for a drink and a 

chat 
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July 
Sunday 4th 
10.30am Family Service. Mrs Pam Reid 

Sunday 11th 
10.30am Holy Communion.  Mr Don Millar 

2-4pm Messy Church (note changed time) 

Sunday 18th 
10.30am Morning Service.  Rev David Hunter 

Sunday 25th 
10.30am Holy Communion. Rev Robin Trew 

August 
Sunday 1st 
10.30am Morning Service.  Rev Pauline Warner 

Sunday 8th 
10.30am Holy Communion.  Mrs Ann Bayliss 

Sunday 15th 
10.30am Morning Service.  Mr Nik Stevenson 

Sunday 22nd 
10.30am Holy Communion.  Rev Marc Catley 

Sunday 29th 
10.30am Morning Service.  Mr Alan Bennell 

K ERESLEY V ILLAGE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  SERVICES 
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  Joshua 

The book of Joshua is a story about land: the 

Promised Land, flowing with milk and honey. After 

many years of slavery in Egypt and 40 years in the 

desert, the Israelites are ready to possess the land 

promised to their fathers. This book takes its name 

from their leader Joshua, who turns that promise into 

reality. 

The book begins with the tribes of Israel camped on 

the east side of the Jordan. At God’s command they 

move forward and pass through the river on dry land. 

There follows a series of victories that give the 

people control of Canaan, after which each tribe is 

allocated a section and Joshua addresses the 

people.  Traditionally the author is identified as 

Joshua himself, however there are aspects of the 

book which point to a writer of a later period, 

although we are unsure who the final author or 

editor was. 

In the Hebrew Bible Joshua starts the division called 

the Former Prophets, including Judges, Samuel and 

Kings. These are all historical in content, but written 

from a prophetic perspective. They interpret God’s 

ways with Israel in history - how he fulfills and 

remains true to his promises and how he deals with 

the waywardness of the Israelites. In Joshua it was 

the Lord who won the victories and ôgave Israel all 

the land he had sworn to give their 

forefathersõ (21:43). 

Early in his life Joshua was called Hoshea 

(ôsalvation.õ), but Moses changed it to Joshua (ôThe 

Lord savesõ), the same name as Mary’s son, Jesus. 

He is God’s servant who completes what God did for 

Israel in a preliminary way through Joshua. He 

overcomes all powers of evil in the world and brings 

God’s people into their eternal ôrestõ (Heb 4:1–11). 

The book of Joshua isn’t an easy read, with its 

description of the conquest of the land and the 

destruction of cities and peoples. However, it reminds 

us that God’s love and purposes for us are worked out 

in the messes, storms and sins of our daily lives, 

working with us as we are and not as we should be. 

As God says Joshua right at the beginning: ‘Have I not 

commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 

be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your 

God will be with you wherever you go.õ (Joshua 1:9). 

Romans 

ôThis Epistle is really the chief part of the New 

Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is worthy 

not only that every Christian should know it word for 

word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, 

as the daily bread of the soul. It can never be read or 

pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the 

more precious it becomes, and the better it 

tastes.õ (Martin Luther) 

Paul probably wrote his letter to the Christians in 

Rome in AD 57 at Corinth, on his third missionary 

journey, ready to return with an offering from the 

churches for poverty-stricken believers in Jerusalem. 

The original recipients of the letter were 

(Continued on page 7) 

Whatõs the Big Idea? - 
 An Introduction to the Books of the Old and New Testaments:  Joshua and Romans 
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PARISH  REGISTER 

BAPTISM  
13th June 

Cory Antony Andrew Dickinson 

WEDDINGS : 
5th June 

Matthew Richard Dowall and Beverley Bagley 

18th June 

James Craig Mulvaney and Lisa Marie Tippett 

19th June 

Dean Barry French and Marion Elizabeth Williams 

19th June 

Steven Whitehouse and Marie Elizabeth Parker 

CREMATIONS : 
24th May 

Arthur Day aged 99 of Cottage Farm Lodge 

28th May 

Florence Margharita Rosaria Russell aged 84 of 

Parkfield Road 

BURIALS: 
8th June 

Stella Marjorie Cragg-Sapsford aged 72 of Rosslyn 

Avenue 

24th June 

Marjorie Haigh aged 87 of Brownshill Green Road 

25th June 

Stella Oates aged 87 of Melfort Close  

predominantly Gentile, although Jews would have 

constituted a substantial minority of the 

congregation. 

Paul sets out to explain the relationship between 

Jew and Gentile in God’s overall plan of salvation. 

The Jewish Christians were being rejected by the 

larger Gentile group in the church, because they 

wanted to observe dietary laws and sacred days. 

Paul begins by showing that both Jews and Gentiles 

are sinners in need of salvation. He shows how the 

life, death and resurrection of Jesus eternally affect 

world history and the life of every person on the 

planet.  

This salvation, secured by Jesus, must be received 

by faith, as the example of Abraham shows. As 

salvation is not just about starting the Christian 

journey, Paul moves on to show how believers are 

freed from sin, law and death. This is made possible 

both through their union with Christ in his death and 

resurrection and by the indwelling presence and 

power of the Holy Spirit. None of Paul’s other letters 

states so profoundly the content of the gospel and 

its implications for both the present and the future. 

The theme of the book centres on the Gospel of 

Christ: ôI am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 

is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 

who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

For in the gospel a righteousness from God is 

revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first 

to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by 

faith."’(Rom. 1:16,17). He wants his readers 

understand how they can be in a right standing 

before God (ie ôrighteousõ) and live by faith (cf 

Habakkuk 2:4). 

(Continued from page 6) Whatõs the big idea? 

W hy are some churches vibrant and growing while others seem to 

be struggling and discouraged? It maybe a difference in 

attitude. If the people build up and encourage one another, the 

whole atmosphere is optimistic. But a critical, negative spirit 

breeds discouragement and failure. Bruce Larson illustrated the 

power of encouragement in his book Wind and Fire.  

Writing about sandhill cranes, he said:-  

òThese large birds, who fly great distances across 

continents, have three remarkable qualities:- 

[1] They rotate leadership.  

No one bird stays out in front all the time. 

[2] They choose leaders who can handle turbulence. 

[3] All during the time one bird is leading, the rest are 

honking their affirmation.ó 

Larson commented, òThatõs not a bad model for the 

church. Certainly we need leaders who can handle 

turbulence and who are aware that leadership ought to 

be shared. But most of all, we need a church where we 

are all honking encouragement.ó 

Regular Activities in the Church 

Hall 
NB the Church Hall is not usually 

available for late night Discos 

Pre-school Playgroup: 

Mondays to Fridays, 9am - 11.30am and 

12.30pm – 3pm  

Brownies, Guides, Cubs and Scouts meet on 

weekday evenings.  See page 2 for details.   

Letõs be a ôhonkingõ church! 
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